Mendocino County Fish & Game Project Proposal Summary Sheet
(This must be the first page of the submitted proposal)

1.

2.

3. Taxpayer/Organizational ID/EID Number: | N

4.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

Contractor: Mendocino Land Trust (MLT)

Type of Contractor: A 501(c)(3) nonprofit, land conservation organization

Street Mailing Address: PO Box 2058

City, State, Zip Code: Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Contact Person: Sean O’Rourke

Telephone Number: (707) 962-0470

Email address: sean@mendocinolandtrust.org

Website address(es): https://www.mendocinolandtrust.org/

Project Title: Mendocino Countywide Residential Bear Resistant Garbage Can Distribution Program

Fish and Game Code Section 13103 Category: Section 13103(h) and (m)
Amount Requested ($): $20,000.00

Objectives: The objective of the program is to support areas of the County where black bears and other
species have been food-conditioned to residential garbage cans. The grant would provide residents with
a 50 percent cost share to purchase a bear resistant 96-gallon trash can (BRC) for individual use. It is

estimated that an individual BRC would cost $250. MLT would work with the County, CDFW, and the
local haulers to advertise the program with distribution of the BRCs managed by the local haulers to

residents on a first come, first serve basis. Priority distribution will be given to high conflict areas
including the Brooktrails area and areas north of Fort Bragg.

Benefits of the project include the securing of garbage cans which will prevent bears from accessing

garbage cans and helping to reduce CDFW resources on dealing with food-conditioned bears which may
include trapping, relocating, and destroying food-conditioned bears. Securing garbage is critically

important to the safety of residents and their pets, especially those living in the rural areas where bear
habitat meets residential development. It is estimated that if 60 percent of a neighborhood has BRCs
then the bears would leave that area alone. As noted in the 2016 USDA report on Innovative Solutions to
Human-Wildlife Conflicts, “One of the more long-term and sustainable strategies for reducing human-
bear conflicts in urban and suburban areas is the elimination of human-related food sources, such as
trash, bird feeders, and petfood.” This program would help provide a long-term solution to human-
wildlife conflicts pursuant to F&G Section 13103(h) that supports predator control actions for the benefit

of fish or wildlife and Section 13103(m) which allows for other expenditures for the purpose of protecting,
conserving, propagating, and preserving fish and wildlife.

Pending the success of the initial program, the program may be expanded with the intent to seek
additional funding.

Specie(s) Benefited: Species benefited include black bears, raccoons, foxes, possums, skunks, and other
species.

Work Schedule: Starting in early 2023, MLT will coordinate with the County, CDFW, and local haulers to
promote the program. Interested residents will contact their hauler to order a BRC, hauler will deliver

the BRC, and MLT will reimburse the hauler for 50 percent of the cost of the BRC. Program to be
completed in 2023.




16. Site Location (include reference to nearest city, town, and/or prominent landmark: Countywide with priority to
high conflict areas.

17. Site Location — GPS Coordinates: N/A
18. We would also like to be considered for funding from the Ft. Bragg-based Salmon Restoration Association

http:/ /www.salmonrestoration.com/ (for salmon habitat enhancement/ restoration, salmon conservation, or salmon education
projects). YES X No.

Please also fill out the following, if applicable:

19. Stream: Prooram could protect streams countywide from trash enterinog waterways.

20. Tributary to: N/A

21. Major Drainage System: N/A




Mendocino Countywide Residential Bear Resistant Garbage Can
Distribution Program - Proposed Budget

Total Budget Requested $20,000
MLT Administrative Costs of 10% $2,000
Total Funds for Residential BRCs $18,000

Note: One BRC is estimated to cost $250. The program would cost share 50% of the BRC with
the resident paying half the cost or $125 for a BRC. The resident would purchase the BRC
through their local hauler and MLT would pay the hauler $125 per BRC. This split would provide
144 BRCs to residents. The split and costs may be subject to modification based on the BRC cost
and interest in the program.

Mendocino Countywide Residential Bear Resistant Garbage Can
Distribution Program - Letters of Support




BROOKTRAILS TOWNSHIP

COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
24860 BIRCH STREET

WILLITS, CA 95490

Phone: 707-459-2494

Fax: 707-459-0358

btcsd@btcsd.org

October 7, 2022

Mendocino Land Trust
215 South Main Street
Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Re: Fish and Game Commission Grant — Bear Cans
Dear Mr. Kramer:

In coordination with Supervisor Haschak, staff has learned of your intent to file a grant
application with the County Fish and Game Commission to acquire bear cans in areas of
unincorporated Mendocino County, including Brooktrails. Review of the grant application
language indicates that under Fish and Game Code Section 13103(h): Predator control actions
for the benefit of fish and wildlife, acquisition of bear cans would qualify for a grant award.

In order to reduce impacts to waterways and bear species behavior from garbage can strikes,
the Township supports your application to acquire bear cans for eligible solid waste customers
in the Brooktrails subdivision of Mendocino County. Bear cans also help prevent ancillary
garbage impacts to waterways and wildlife from other animals like raccoons, cats and birds.

If helpful, our staff is willing to work with you to identify residences or neighborhoods that have
experienced bear strikes. We can also offer another outreach option to educate and provide
solid waste security to customer accounts and our forested environment. Please feel free to
contact me if our staff can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Q‘—‘ja’“m CL,( _Ou-wvb--

Tamara Alaniz
General Manager

“A California General Law Local Government™





