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EmPOWERing Access at Mendocino County Library 

 

Privacy Booths 

 

Mendocino County Library is a rural system consisting of six library branches and a Bookmobile 
and Outreach Van. In some of our most rural locations the branches are the only place for 
people to access the internet, to print documents, and of course to check out books and obtain 
other library services. 

Our library system, like many others, has become much more active in presenting programming 
throughout the day and has patrons stopping in to use our reading spaces and have small 
meetings. Patrons have requested quiet spaces for research, private online meetings for 
appointments such as tele-health, literacy practice, and job interviews. The booths would help 
patrons to use the library’s existing online resources such as language learning, online tutoring, 
and learning essential job skills. Each location currently has Chromebooks for patrons to use if 
they don’t have their own device and can be used in the privacy booths. 

None of our branches have privacy booths or rooms to meet this need and the locations that 
would receive the booths do not have access to other free private spaces for community 
members to use. We have recently investigated privacy booths, and the costs were prohibitive 
for our library system.  

We are requesting privacy booths for four of our branches (Ukiah, Willits, Fort Bragg, and Coast 
Community) which each can make space for one privacy booth. Our very rural branches are as 
far away from each other as a two-hour drive. Our county has a significant number of residents 
who are living below the poverty line, as well as ethnically diverse populations including 
Hispanic and Indigenous peoples.  

We appreciate that the privacy booths are fully ADA accessible and are up to code according to 
our Planning and Building Department. Branch Managers have been discussing possible 
reservation systems so that there would be equitable access for the use of the privacy booths.  

 

Solar Charging Devices 

 

Mendocino County has adopted an Energy Conservation Policy to reduce waste, increase energy 
efficiency, purchase products that minimizes environmental impact and more. Solar charging 
devices would help our county move this towards this goal. 

Our branches are routinely already used for charging devices and serve as a community hubs 
during natural disasters and during power outages. In 2017, during the Redwood Complex Fire, 
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the Willits branch was the only location in the city as the only local source of WiFi, power, and 
up-to-date information. The image below shows one of the community meetings held at the 
branch by the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Having charging devices to lend out to patrons for routine or emergency use would be a great 
help to the residents of our communities who most likely will continue to face threats of 
wildfire, rolling blackouts, flooding, and power outages. In the past few months, one of our 
remote branches has had at least three power outages. We are requesting 50 solar chargers for 
all of our branches and the Bookmobile. 

Library’s Mission, Vision, and Values 

The privacy booths and solar chargers would be great additions to our library system and help 
the Mendocino County Library to draw in people looking for private accommodations and power 
for their devices and help to carry out the mission, vision, and values: 

The mission of the Mendocino County Library is to enrich lives through free and equitable access 
to materials and programs centered on education, culture, and entertainment. 

Our vision is an informed, connected, inclusive, and creative community where opportunities for 
discovery are celebrated.  

We appreciate this opportunity from the California State Library and the Southern California 
Library Cooperative and LSTA to empower our patrons with greater access to much needed 
private spaces and solar charging devices. 
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