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County Public Health Partners with Adventist Health 

Ukiah Valley for Targeted COVID-19 Testing  
 

Mendocino County Public Health, in partnership with Adventist Health Ukiah Valley, and 
with the Public Health Regional Lab in Sonoma County, will be conducting focused 
testing (formally known as ‘surveillance testing’) for COVID-19 in vulnerable 
populations.  Surveillance testing is a tool used to look for asymptomatic people who 
may be infected with COVID-19 and to identify if undetected community spread is 
present in Mendocino County. The surveillance testing will focus on those who are 
experiencing homelessness, the frail elderly, and individuals who serve those 
populations as well as others. 
 
“We want to ensure that COVID-19 is not silently circulating in our county,” said 
Mendocino County Health Officer Dr. Noemi Doohan. “Many of our county’s most 
vulnerable residents, who are at high-risk of developing serious complications if they get 
COVID-19, are currently living in congregate environments like shelters, or on the 
streets. Offering free testing to these groups can go a long way to evaluating the 
COVID-19 risk to our County now.” 
 
“It’s important that we reach out to our homeless population and provide access to care, 
especially to the most vulnerable. We believe it’s part of living our mission and we’re 
happy to partner with Public Health in reaching out to the community wherever they 
need us,” explains Jason Wells, president of Adventist Health for Mendocino County. 
 
The focused Covid19 sampling will occur at Plowshares Peace and Justice Center in 
Ukiah, because it’s an essential business that provides food, and other necessities for 
economically disadvantaged and vulnerable populations including those experiencing 
homeless, elderly and medically compromised.  
 
Focused testing of vulnerable populations is an important step to understand if COVID-
19 is circulating undetected in specific populations, and to respond by providing 
isolation and quarantine if any persons with COVID19 infection are identified. 
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All testing that has been done thus far in Mendocino County has been targeted to 
symptomatic people who had illness consistent with COVID-19 and were evaluated in 
the primary care clinics and hospitals and other clinical settings in the County. Of the 
295 tests done, 4 patients tested for COVID-19 were positive.  
 

For more on COVID-19: 
 

www.mendocinocounty.org 
Call Center: (707) 234-6052 or email callcenter@mendocinocounty.org 

The call center is open daily from 8:00 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
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