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MENDOCINO COUNTY DROUGHT RESILIENCE PLAN

26 MARCH 2025
COUNTY DROUGHT TASK FORCE MEETING #3




AGENDA

|. Summary of Outreach Efforts

2. Public Review Period of Draft
DRP and Commenting
Process

3. DRP Adoption Process
4. Next Steps

https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnu
m=17090
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SUMMARY OF OUTREACH EFFORTS




PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

SB 552 (CWC §810609.70) requires counties to:
|) Establish a County Drought Task Force (CDTF)

2) Develop a Drought Resilience Plan (DRP) to address drought impacts on state
small water systems and domestic wells

While CWC 810609.70 does not set specific guidelines for public engagement,
DWR encourages outreach to support DRP development.

Educational
Materials and
Outreach

Community Task Force
Meetings Meetings

DRP Webpage Commenting
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DROUGHT RESILIENCE PLAN WEBPAGE

= Background, information, and p—
news related to SB 552 and the - Drought & ater

Departments » Water Agency » Drought & Water Conservation »

Drought Resilience Plan

DRP Development Process S i &

- Drought Resilience Plan

= Additional Materials: orought esiience ian RN

Public Engagement

Form In September 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law Senate Bill (SB) 552 (Hertzberg), which requires

[ | D RP Pu b I ic E ngagem e nt FO rm Get DRP Email Updates state and local governments to share responsibility in planning and responding to water shortage events,

particularly for state small water systems and rural communities supplied by domestic wells. Through SB 552,
= DRP Email Update Sign-up

the California State Legislature identifies counties as the best-suited government entity to provide the needed
leadership to improve water resilience for state small water systems and domestic wells.

Groundwater

Mussel Prevention Program . : ; . o
Under SB 552, all counties in California are required to prepare a County Drought Resilience Plan (County

DRP) to achieve meaningful and long-term improvements in water resilience for their residents. In addition to
the development of a County DRP, SB 552 directs counties to establish a long-standing County Drought and
Water Shortage Task Force (Task Force) to cultivate the continued practices of drought planning and
improving long-term water resilience.

Stormwater

= DRP Commenting Forms

= Draft DRP Document

= DRP Factsheets (in English and
Spanish)

County Compliance

The County and its Water Agency (MCWA) have been effectively complying with SB 552 since 2021 and
throughout the recent historic drought period by holding frequent Task Force meetings, currently held under
the General Government Standing Committee (GGSC). In May 2024, the County was awarded a grant from the
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to facilitate the development of its County DRP, which began in June
2024 under the management and administration of the MCWA. MCWA hired a consultant that specializes in
water resources planning, EKI Environment and Water, Inc. (EKI), to lead the technical development of the
County DRP. MCWA and EKI are closely collaborating with relevant County Departments, University of
California Cooperative Extension-Mendocino County (UCCE), stakeholders, and decision-makers to develop a
comprehensive plan that complies with the requirements of SB-552 through a transparent public process.

= Slides from previous CDTF meetings
and public workshops

DRP Development

The DRP development workflow consists of four main steps: data collection, vulnerability/risk assessment,
development of short-term response actions and long-term mitigation strategies, and plan implementation.
These steps will be conducted with effective public education and engagement, in collaboration with water
suppliers and managers throughout the County.

= List of State and federal funding
opportunities for drought-related
projects

https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-

e I conservation/drought-resilience-plan


https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan
https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS AND OUTREACH

cKI

Flyers Distribution:

= Posted at community locations across the county for UCCE workshops

Community Events and Presentations:
= Redwood Empire Fair and at the Round valley Blackberry Festival
= Presentation to Hopland Municipal Advisory Council

= Presentation to GrassRoot Institute Vision Workgroup

Media Engagement:
= Radio interview on KZYX's The Ecology Hour about the county's DRP

®  Press Release to all local Newspapers and Radio

Social Media Outreach:

= Promotion of workshops and DRP resources on social media

Educational Material:
= Factsheets about DRP in English and Spanish (available on DRP webpage)

Funding Material:

= Coordination with County Grants Unit to compile a dynamic list of federal and State funding
opportunities for projects related to drought resilience (available on Drought Funding
webpage: https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/government/drought-funding/)

MENDOFEVER

MENDOCINO COUNTY NEWS

NEWS CRIME TRAFFIC FIRE CANNABIS ENVIRONMENT GOVERNMENT

FireBuming Nofthwest of PotterMaliey PGAE for Drastic Flow Cuts to Lake Me

MENDOCINO COUNTY LAUNCHES
INITIATIVE TO STRENGTHEN WATER
RESILIENCE

CONDADO DE MENDOCINO
PLAN DE RESILIENCIA ANTE LA SEQUIA

El Plan de Resiliencia ante la Sequia (DRP, por sus siglas en
inglés) esta destinado a facilitar la preparacién ante la escasez
de agua para sistemas de agua pequefios, comunidades rurales
y pozos domésticos causado por sequias u otras emergencias.

El Grupo de Trabajo para la Sequia EIdPrc(zec):to def Ley del a
i “Senado (SB) 552 fue firmado
del Condado de Mendocino fue en 2021, exigiendo que los

creado para facilitar las respuestas \CEUGELLS stit;sarmllen o DRP
antes, durante y después de los s para;‘te fapsr:gzg =

desastres.
EL desarrollo del DRP tiene 4 pasos:

4. Recoleccion de Datos: Identificar bases de
\‘ ’ datos y herramientas a nivel estatal y regional;

realizar entrevistas y encuestas a la comunidad.

2. Evaluacion de Vulnerabilidad‘! Riesgo:
Identificar las areas del condado de Mendocino que

son mas susceptibles a la escasez de agua,
incluyendo pozos domésticos, hogares con tomas
de agua superficial privadas y pequerios sistemas
estatales de agua.
3. Estrategias de Mitigacién a Corto y Largo Plazo:
En coordinacién con la comunidad y con gestores

de agua, se estableceran estrategias que incluyan
4 acciones de emergencia y medidas preventivas.
= ar
En mayo de 2024, el 4. Implementacién del plan: El DRP del condado
condado recibié unfonde  se va implementarse como un esfuerzo colectivo

econémico para facilitar el i
desarrollo del DRP, que €Ntre los multiples departamentos del condado y

comenz6 en junio de 2024. otras agencias estatales y locales.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA Laura Garza, Water and Climate Change Advisor
Agriculture and Natural uc P ive E i




COMMUNITY AND TASK FORCE MEETINGS

= UCCE Public Workshops
= Held in September 2024 and February 2025

=  Community groups participating:
Domestic well owners, Small Water Suppliers,
Business owners, Irrigation districts, Russian River
Flood Control and Water Conservation
Improvement District, Mendocino County Resource
Conservation District, CA Department of Fish and
Wildlife, CA Department of Water Resources,
Cities, News outlets, NGOs and grassroots

organizations, Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians
and Cahto Tribe

= CDTF MGEtingS Strategies and
. Concerns Barriers to Importance of
= Held in September 2024 and February 2025 about water access/manage community
. . availability water during engagement
= Additional Outreach and Engagement droughts

= Meeting with the Rural Community Assistance Corp

(RCAC) Key Takeaways
= Presentation at the March DWR California County The open discussions created a valuable space for listening to the
Café Series meeting community’s concerns and ideas, helping to shape the DRP moving forward.

ekl = Meeting with Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians



PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD OF DRAFT DRP AND COMMENTING PROCESS



DROUGHT RESILIENCE PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Q ! State Government Technical and Financial Assistancell —— . = @ County Drought and Water Shortage Task Force H
- W

v Review and Update Bl =

l Data Vulnerability , Management Plan Development
Collection Assessment Actions & Implementation

DWR Datasets and Tools [E} Drought and Water Short-term County Drought
- Water Shortage Vulnerability Shortage Risk Assessment El Response Actions ) Resilience Plan
Explorer County-specific f;} Mutual Aid and Intertie Stand-alone Plan or
"" Wulnerability and Risk ) Amendments to Multiple
+ Identification Q Emergency and Interim . Existing Plans with
Drinking Water Implementation Roles
Additional State and Data Analysis for ? Others and Responsibilities

Regional Datasets and Tools El ‘_L Characterizing Short-

term and Long-term E add) County's General Plan
- DWR/WUE, DWR/SGMO, Wulnerabilities + " Ll-l .
SWEB, etc. = ','_l"_g Coumnty s Emergency
+ Community-specific Risk Lt!rl_g-tt!l.'fm . a » Response Plan
Assessments Mr'tjlgatl-;ln Et.ralegle5 s County's Multi-Hazard
5 sew County's Multi-Hazar
County Datasets and Tools El and Actions 2% Mmitigation Plan
o #*+" Data Gap Filling =
Ex|st|ng and Planned Data iy - o E s s County’s Climate Action
Collection Y * Domestic Well Mitigation C T o Adaptation Plan
Topic-specific Community 'l e C lidati = . }
Suers ond Knowieas ff system Consoltion | 5| gas Coumetongtem
Extraction Regional Water
Infrastructure Investment #« s e Other Existing and
— % New Plans
? Others
k Presented and Discussed at September 2024 Presented and Discussed at February 2025
e I GGC Meeting and UCCE Public Workshop GGC Meeting and UCCE Public Workshop



DRP DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE

Feb | Mar | Apr

£ 08 & 3
) = .0
£ sy "o 2 o
DRP Chapter g 3 S g T "5 —
< £92 §0 = =
~ c £ 5 £ i
2 £ & e o
e w3 £
CDTF Meeting \] o O *
Community I
Meeting 4 ¥ we Are Here
@ GGC Meeting @ UCCE Workshop % BoS Meeting

*The Final DRP will be presented for adoption at the Board of Supervisors meeting on May 20, 2025
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PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD

= Although CWC §10609.70 does not
require a public comment process, the
County considers it a vital part of the
DRP development process to gather

. « Gather broad feedback
valuable Input from COUI’]t)’ from across the County
 Encourage collaboration
stakeholders. » Ensure tfransparency in the
) ) DRP development process
= The Draft DRP is available on the County S

DRP webpage for public review.

Public comments can provide the

County with facts or perspectives
agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan that were lacking in the original

Draft DRP.

https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-

" The public commenting period will be
open for a 3|-day period from:

March 26,2025 - April 25,2025
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https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan
https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan

DRP DOCUMENT STRUCTURE “Not explicitly included in CWC

. regulation but suggested by DWR
Mendocino County DRP

ES { Executive Summary

Section | { Introduction
Section 2 { County Drought and Water Shortage Task Force CWC §10609.70(a)(1)-(3)
Section 3 Drought and Water Shortage Risk Assessment
Defining hazards and County assets, risk assessment methodology and results CWC 510609.70(b)

Section 4 Existing Drougl.\t.Resp.onse .A.ctions .

Summary of past and existing actions within the County
Section 5 Short-Term Response Actions

Drought stages, drought response triggers, and short-term response actions CWC $10609.70(b)(3)
/‘

Long-Term Mitigation Actions and Strategies

Summary of long-term mitigation actions (e.g. funding, domestic well mitigation, and Ra"W/ekJXl31:2 70(b)(1)-(2)
consolidation opportunities)

Section 6 <

A4

Implementation Considerations

Section 7 '< Discussion of agencies responsible for implementation, as well as funding and CWC §10609.70(b)(4)-(5)
adaptive management

el sections < :




PUBLIC COMMENTING PROCESS

= Comments will be accepted:

= For general comments: By
completing the “General Commenting
Form” on the County DRP webpage

= For more detailed comments: By
completing the “Review and
Commenting Form” and submitting the
file through the “General Commenting
Form”

= Comments must be received no
later than April 25,2025.

= Comments can be submitted
anonymously by leaving the
"Reviewer Name" field blank.
eki

General Commenting Form

MENDOGING  — = — — =

Erall Addraan

e

== Bapeiid

HEE

Review and Commenting Form

Mendocino County

Review And Commenting Form
Mendocino County Drought Resilience Plan

Dear Reviewer.

Per Senate Bill 552 requirements, a Drought Resilience Plan (DRP) is under development for the
County of Mendorino (County). As part of this process, the County welcomes feedback on draft
tions of the DRP from the broad interests and perspectives of the public

REVIEWER INSTRUCTIONS:

Given the large number of reviewers, accommodating track changes or other editing options wi ﬂnn
e original draft sections distributes d' all public revlewelscanh challenging. As an alfernafiv
to tracked changes editing, comments on the DR will be accepied:

« For general comments: By completing the General Commenting Form on the Couaty
DRP Webpage; or

« For more defailed comments: By completing this Word Document and submitting the
fileasan to the General C Eomm oa the County DRP webpage

As stated above, for more detailed comments. please complete and submit this review form with
the following instructions:

Mendocino County

Reviewer Name Submission Date DRP Sections Reviewed
Click or tap here to Click or tap to enter a date Enter " DEP
Doc\lmeut in the case that vhe entire
enter text.
document was reviewed.

Page Number Suggested revision (please delete example iext in red below once you submit)

DRP Page # | DRP Section Revision

311

3311 However, 1t 1 d.\ff cult to estimate how many existing domestic and
publc 5 ned in frmrd ock aguifers MCCSD1s

bl w £

PP



https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/departments/water-agency/drought-water-conservation/drought-resilience-plan%E2%80%8B

DRP ADOPTION PROCESS AND NEXT STEPS




FUTURE MEETINGS

Planned Topic

Presentation on:
- Summary of comments received and how they were
BoS Meeting May 20, 2025 addressed
- Resolution to authorize County staff to upload final DRP
to DWVR portal

NEXT STEPS

= Review and address comments received through the public
commenting process

= Finalize DRP
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DRP ADOPTION PROCESS

|. Finalization of the DRP
a) Review comments submitted through the public commenting process
b) Incorporate applicable comments into the Final DRP

c) Summarize comments received by the public, as well as the County’s
responses to these comments as an appendix to the Final DRP

2. Present Final DRP at BoS Meeting on May 20, 2025

a) Present a summary of DRP and previous efforts at BOS meeting
b) Address questions and comments on Final DRP
c) Adopt the DRP adoption resolution recommended by MCWA

d) Upload Final DRP to DWR’s County Drought Resilience Planning Assistance
Program Portal and submit to DVVR.
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https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Water-Use-And-Efficiency/SB-552/County-Drought-Resilience-Planning-Assistance-Program
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