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March 12, 2025 

 
Brooke Rollins 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture   
212A Whitten Building   
1400 Independence Avenue, SW   
Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Rollins: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the County of Mendocino’s application to the U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) program for their North 
Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and Evacuation Safety Project. This project seeks to 
increase wildfire resiliency for remote and at-risk communities in northern Mendocino County. 
 
Northern Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone communities, with more 
than 16,000 people facing extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and geographic isolation. 
CWDG funds will be crucial in mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate immediate wildfire 
threats, enhance preparedness, and build long-term resilience in this region. 
 
The project will increase wildfire resiliency by targeting fuels reduction, public education, and 
evacuation planning. Specifically, this project will achieve this by implementing vegetation 
management and hazardous tree removal along key evacuation routes. It will conduct extensive 
public education and outreach through public training sessions, school programs, and community 
events to increase evacuation understanding and preparedness. Further, the project will develop 
localized evacuation plans for all unincorporated communities in Northern Mendocino to be 
annexed into the Mendocino County Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  
 
Thank you for your full and fair consideration for this application. Please contact my District 
Director, Shane Trimmer, at 415-258-9657 if you need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
JARED HUFFMAN 
Member of Congress 



 

 

 
 

March 12, 2025 

 

 

 

Sherry Hazelhurst, Director of State and Private Forestry 

USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region 

1323 Club Drive 

Vallejo, CA 94592 

 

Dear Director Hazelhurst: 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the County of Mendocino’s application to the 

Community Wildfire Defense Grant program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire 

Resilience and Evacuation Safety Project.  

 

This project proposes a comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire resiliency for remote 

and at-risk communities in northern Mendocino County through targeted fuels reduction, 

public education, and evacuation planning. This will be conducted through vegetation 

management and hazardous tree removal along key evacuation routes with a focus on high-

risk areas and robust community education and outreach. Additionally, this project will 

develop localized evacuation plans for all unincorporated north County communities, to be 

annexed into the Mendocino County Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  

 

Because Northern Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone communities 

of 16,000+ people who face extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and geographic 

isolation, the CWDG funds will mobilize the County’s efforts to mitigate immediate wildfire 

threats, enhance preparedness, and build long term resilience in the region.  

 

I respectfully encourage you to support this proposal and look forward to seeing its 

successful implementation. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

us at 707-468-8914. 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

 
 

MIKE McGUIRE 

Senator 

 



March 12, 2025 

USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 

Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 

1323 Club Drive 

Vallejo, CA 94592 

Dear USFS Staff: 

As the Assemblymember for Mendocino County, I am pleased to submit this letter in support of the 

County of Mendocino’s application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community Wildfire Defense 

Grant (CWDG) program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and Evacuation Safety 

Project which proposes a comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire resiliency for remote and at-risk 

communities in northern Mendocino County through targeted fuels reduction, public education, and 

evacuation planning. 

The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal along key evacuation 

routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of essential equipment for ongoing 

management and emergency response, (2) conduct extensive public education and outreach through 

public trainings, school programs, and community events to increase evacuation understanding and 

preparedness, and (3) develop localized evacuation plans for all unincorporated north county 

communities, to be annexed into the Mendocino County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Northern 

Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone communities of 16,000+ people who face 

extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and geographic isolation. CWDG funds will be crucial in 

mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate immediate wildfire threats, enhance preparedness, and build 

long-term resilience in this region. 

Thank you for your consideration of the County’s request. Please contact my office if you have any 

questions at 707-576-2526. 

Sincerely, 

CHRIS ROGERS 

Assemblymember, 2nd District 

CR: sa 



USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 
Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA 94592 

3/5/2025 

Dear USFS Staff: 
Mendocino County Fire Safe Council (MCFSC) is pleased to submit this letter in support of the 
County of Mendocino’s application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community Wildfire 
Defense Grant (CWDG) program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and 
Evacuation Safety Project which proposes a comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire 
resiliency for remote and at-risk communities in northern Mendocino County through targeted 
fuels reduction, public education, and evacuation planning. 

The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal along key 
evacuation routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of essential equipment 
for ongoing management and emergency response, (2) conduct extensive public education and 
outreach through public trainings, school programs, and community events to increase evacuation 
understanding and preparedness, and (3) develop localized evacuation plans for all 
unincorporated north county communities, to be annexed into the Mendocino County Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. Northern Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone 
communities of 16,000+ people who face extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and 
geographic isolation. CWDG funds will be crucial in mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate 
immediate wildfire threats, enhance preparedness, and build long-term resilience in this region. 

This project aligns with MCFSC’s mission to inform, empower and mobilize residents to survive 
and thrive in a wildfire prone environment. If awarded, MCFSC agrees to support the 
implementation of the grant and will be glad to share resources and knowledge to help drive the 
success of this project. 

MCFSC fully supports this project and asks that the USFS respond favorably to Mendocino 
County’s funding request. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Cratty 
Executive Director 
Mendocino County Fire Safe Council 

PO Box 263, Ukiah, CA  95482-0263  • 707-462-3662  •  admin@firesafemendocino.org  • https://firesafemendocino.org 

https://firesafemendocino.org












Piercy Fire Protection District 
PO Box 206, Piercy, CA 95587 

707-247-3333 
Piercyfire.org 

March 6, 2025 
 
USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 
Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA 94592 
 
Dear USFS Staff: 
 
The Piercy Fire Protection District (PFPD)  is pleased to submit this letter in support of 
the County of Mendocino’s application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community 
Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire 
Resilience and Evacuation Safety Project which proposes a comprehensive approach to 
increasing wildfire resiliency for remote and at- risk communities in northern Mendocino 
County through targeted fuels reduction, public education, and evacuation planning. 
 
The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal 
along key evacuation routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of 
essential equipment for ongoing management and emergency response, (2) conduct 
extensive public education and outreach through public trainings, school programs, and 
community events to     increase evacuation understanding and preparedness, and (3) 
develop localized evacuation plans for all unincorporated north county communities, to 
be annexed into the Mendocino County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Northern 
Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone communities of 16,000+ 
people who face extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and geographic isolation. 
CWDG funds will be crucial in mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate immediate 
wildfire threats, enhance preparedness, and build long-term resilience in this region. 
 
The mission of the Piercy Fire Protect District is to protect life and property in the Piercy 
community against threats from structural and wild-land fires, vehicle and medical 
emergencies, hazardous materials releases, and disasters, natural or man-made.  
 
This project aligns with our goals to help provide an environmentally safe district for our 
residents and our community. If awarded, the PFPD agrees to support the 
implementation of the grant and will be glad to share resources and knowledge to help 
drive the success of this project.  
 
The PFPD fully supports this project and asks that the USFS respond favorably to 
Mendocino County’s funding request. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry Casteel, Commissioner 
Piercy Fire Protection District 



Leggett Valley Fire Protection District 
66255 Drive Thru Tree Rd. 

PO Box 190 
Leggett, CA. 95585] 

USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 
Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA 94592 

Dear USFS Staff: 

Leggett Valley Fire Protection District  is pleased to submit this letter in support of the County of 
Mendocino’s application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community Wildfire Defense Grant 
(CWDG) program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and Evacuation Safety 
Project which proposes a comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire resiliency for remote 
and at-risk communities in northern Mendocino County through targeted fuels reduction, public 
education, and evacuation planning. 

The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal along key 
evacuation routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of essential equipment 
for ongoing management and emergency response, (2) conduct extensive public education and 
outreach through public trainings, school programs, and community events to increase 
evacuation understanding and preparedness, and (3) develop localized evacuation plans for all 
unincorporated north county communities, to be annexed into the Mendocino County 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Northern Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, 
fire-prone communities of 16,000+ people who face extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, 
and geographic isolation. CWDG funds will be crucial in mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate 
immediate wildfire threats, enhance preparedness, and build long-term resilience in this region. 

Leggett Valley Fire Protection District agrees to support the implementation of the grant and will 

be glad to share resources and knowledge to help drive the success of this project. 

Leggett Valley Fire Protection District fully supports this project and asks that the USFS respond 
favorably to Mendocino County’s funding request. Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully,  

Ely Reighter  
Leggett Fire Chief 



USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 
Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA 94592 

Dear USFS Staff: 

Wildwood Firesafe Council is pleased to submit this letter in support of the County of Mendocino’s 
application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) program for 
the North Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and Evacuation Safety Project which proposes a 
comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire resiliency for remote and at-risk communities in 
northern Mendocino County through targeted fuels reduction, public education, and evacuation 
planning. 

The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal along key 
evacuation routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of essential equipment for 
ongoing management and emergency response, (2) conduct extensive public education and outreach 

through public trainings, school programs, and community events to increase evacuation 
understanding and preparedness, and (3) develop localized evacuation plans for all unincorporated 
north county communities, to be annexed into the Mendocino County Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan. Northern Mendocino County is comprised of highly rural, fire-prone communities of 16,000+ 
people who face extreme wildfire risk, economic hardship, and geographic isolation. CWDG funds will 
be crucial in mobilizing the County’s efforts to mitigate immediate wildfire threats, enhance 
preparedness, and build long-term resilience in this region. 

Wildwood Firesafe Council mission is to provide fire safety through fuel reduction, signage, and 

addition water tanks for the Wildwood Ranchos subdivision. In 2023 we applied for and were awarded 

two grants, one from PG&E for $30,000 which was used for fuel reduction and one from Mendocino 

County for $8,000 which got us a total of 29,000 gallons of dedicated fire water storage. We are 

currently applying for the maximum allowable amount for two more grants for an firesafe evacuation 

route from Spyrock Road through Wildwood. Our project aligns  with your proposed goals your goals 

of safe evacuation, education, and cooperation. If awarded, Wildwood Firesafe Council agrees to 

support the implementation of the grant and will be glad to share resources and knowledge to help 

drive the success of this project. 

Wildwood Firesafe Council fully supports this project and asks that the USFS respond favorably to 
Mendocino County’s funding request. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,  
Ronald Surratt and Alberta Davidson 
Wildwood Firesafe Council 



 

 

Whale Gulch Vol. Fire Co. 
 
USDA Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region 
Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) Program 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA 94592 
 
Dear USFS Staff: 
 
Whale Gulch Fire Co. is pleased to submit this letter in support of the County of Mendocino’s 
application to the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) 
program for the North Mendocino County Wildfire Resilience and Evacuation Safety Project 
which proposes a comprehensive approach to increasing wildfire resiliency for remote and at-
risk communities in northern Mendocino County through targeted fuels reduction, public 
education, and evacuation planning. 
 
The project will (1) implement vegetation management and hazardous tree removal along key 
evacuation routes with a focus on high-risk areas, as well as procurement of essential 
equipment for ongoing management and emergency response, (2) conduct extensive public 
education and outreach through public trainings, school programs, and community events to 
increase evacuation understanding and preparedness, and (3) develop localized evacuation 
plans for all unincorporated north county communities, to be annexed into the Mendocino 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Northern Mendocino County is comprised of 
highly rural, fire-prone communities of 16,000+ people who face extreme wildfire risk, 
economic hardship, and geographic isolation. CWDG funds will be crucial in mobilizing the 
County’s efforts to mitigate immediate wildfire threats, enhance preparedness, and build long-
term resilience in this region. 
 
Whale Gulch’s mission is to reduce fuels on county rd and prvt. driveways, as well as creating a 
fuel break along our eastern ridge. This project aligns with our Firewise and Firesafe council 
goals by taking on these much needed projects, that have been on our five year plan. If 
awarded, Whale Gulch Fire agrees to support the implementation of the grant and will be glad 
to share resources and knowledge to help drive the success of this project. 
 
Whale Gulch Fire fully supports this project and asks that the USFS respond favorably to 
Mendocino County’s funding request. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sascha Kissell 
 
Sascha Kissell Cheif 5900 
Whale Gulch Vol. Fire Co. 
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