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June 7, 2022 
 
Secretary Kimberly D. Bose 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Office of Energy Projects 
888 First Street, NE, Room 1A 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
Re: COMMENTS by County of Mendocino Board of Supervisors in response to the May 2022 filing by 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company requesting a Temporary Variance of Flow Requirements for FERC 
Project No. P-77-311 
 
 
Dear Secretary Bose, 
 
This letter is in response to the notice the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) issued on 
May 20, 2022, requesting comments, motions to intervene, and protests on Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company’s (“PG&E”) request for temporary variance of flow requirements for the Potter Valley Project 
No. 77 (the “PVP Project”).   
 
On May 13, 2022, PG&E filed a variance request to FERC that requested a reclassification of the 2021-
22 water year type to Dry/Critically Dry which will set East Fork Russian River flows to 5 cubic feet 
per second (cfs) with no buffer, rather than the 25 cfs target flow presently in place. If approved without 
modification, water availability in the Russian River will be drastically reduced.  This action will result 
in significant water rights curtailments for downstream diverters and potential negative conditions in 
the aquatic and riparian environments.  
 
Mendocino County does not believe that PG&E has demonstrated that its proposed drastic curtailment 
of releases into the East Branch Russian River through the PVP Project is necessary at this time based 
on water storage and water availability in Lake Pillsbury.  We are also concerned that PG&E failed to 
consult with the Drought Working Group, including our county interests, before filing its variance 
request and thus excluded any consideration of adverse impacts on mainstem Russian River fisheries 
and water supply. These are the conditions that FERC has set in the past: “Should PG&E contemplate 
a request for an additional variance due to ongoing drought conditions, it must make such a request by 
February 28, 2022, and must provide evidence of consultation with the Drought Working Group. In 
order to provide Commission staff adequate time to consider the request, we ask that PG&E to provide 
us with 60 to 90 days’ notice prior to filing the request for a new temporary variance related to the 
drought.” Clearly this has not occurred.  
 
 






