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EMERGENCY PERMIT 

APPLICATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
The purpose of this questionnaire is to relate information concerning your application to the Planning & Building Services 
Department and other agencies who will be reviewing your project proposal. The more detail that is provided, the easier it 
will be to promptly process your application. Please answer all questions. For questions which do not pertain to your 
project, please indicate "Not Applicable" or "N/A". 

1. NATURE OF THE EMERGENCY NARRATIVE (use additional pages if necessary). 
 

a) Describe the nature, cause and location of the emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Describe the remedial protective or preventive work required to deal with the emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c) Describe the circumstances during the emergency that justify the course(s) of action taken, including the 
probable consequences of failing to take action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d) Describe any secondary improvements such as wells, septic systems, grading, vegetation removal, roads, 
etc. that are necessary to deal with the emergency. 

2. Are there existing structures on the property? Yes No □ □ 



If yes, describe below and identify the use of each structure on the plot plan. 

3. Is any grading or road construction planned? Yes No 
 

Estimate the amount of grading in cubic yards   c.y. If greater than 50 cubic yards or if greater 
than 2 feet of cut or 1 foot of fill will result, please provide a grading plan. 

 
Describe the terrain to be traversed (e.g., steep, moderate slope, flat, etc.). 

4. Will vegetation be removed on areas other than the building sites and roads? Yes No 
If yes, explain: 

 
5. Project Height. Maximum height of structure(s):   feet 

6. Describe all exterior materials and colors of all proposed structures that are visible beyond the boundaries of the 
subject parcel. 

7.  Are there any water courses, anadromous fish streams, ponds, lakes, sand dunes, rookeries, marine mammal haul- 
out areas, wetlands, riparian areas, pygmy vegetation, rare or endangered plants, animals or habitat which support 
rare and endangered species located on the project site or within 100 feet of the project site? 

□ □ 

□ □ 



China Gulch Emergency CDP 
01-0P960 

MEN 1 PM 0.6 

1. NATURE OF THE EMERGENCY NARRATIVE (use additional pages if necessary). 

a) Describe the nature, cause and location of the emergency. 

Heavy winter rains during late January/early February caused sudden, unexpected damage to the 
roadway at the intersection of State Route 1 and Old Stage Road in Gualala (post mile 0.6 on SR 1). 
A large sink hole developed due to a failed separated culvert.  The culvert conveys China Gulch to 
the Gualala River estuary. Caltrans Maintenance crews made temporary repairs to the roadway to 
refill the sink void and repave, however this is not sustainable as there is ongoing movement and a 
high risk for sudden road collapse. The roadway is in imminent danger of further damage and the 
traveling public.  Immediate action is required to prevent or mitigate the loss or impairment of life, 
health, property, and essential services.  Caltrans issued a Director’s Order in order to obtain 
emergency funding for this project.  

 

b) Describe the remedial protective or preventive work required to deal with the emergency. 

The existing culvert is a 5-ft diameter corrugated steel pipe, 280-feet long, 40+ feet deep beneath 
the road surface, with a headwall at the inlet, and a headwall with a 16.5-foot concrete apron at the 
outlet.  The culvert is listed on the Passage Assessment Database (PAD) as a potential barrier to 
anadromous salmonids.  Therefore, the minimum design required for this repair must address the 
fish passage barrier (as legally required by the Streets and Highways Code).   

The proposed culvert is an 8-foot diameter pipe approximately 290-feet long and will be installed 
using a jack-and-bore method. Due to brackish water and corrosive concerns, a fiber-glass 
reinforced, polymer-mortar-pipe from Hobas Pipes is being used to prolong the life of the culvert, 
and this material has been approved by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

The original slope of the culvert is 1.88% and will be increasing to 4.00%. There will be a slight 
realignment of the inlet and outlets shifting approximately 9-feet to the north, but the inlet/outlet of 
the culvert will be approximately the same as the existing location; the new pipe will be parallel to 
the existing pipe. Installing a new culvert shifted slightly to the north will result in greatly reduced 
impacts to water quality.  

At the inlet, a headwall and wingwalls will be constructed. Downstream of the culvert, an endwall 
will be constructed.   

All in channel work would be completed by October 31, 2025, as required by the regulatory 
agencies (and weather dependent).  The remainder of the work is anticipated to be completed by 
December 2025. However, revegetation and monitoring efforts will be ongoing as required by the 
permits.  



c) Describe the circumstances during the emergency that justify the course(s) of action taken,
including the probable consequences of failing to take action.

Because of the imminent danger of further damage to State Route 1 as well as the traveling public, 
immediate action was taken.  As noted, the culvert at this location (China Gulch) is a potential fish 
passage barrier to anadromous salmonids.  Caltrans is required by law to address fish passage 
barriers, even in emergency projects. Therefore the 8-foot diameter pipe with baffles was proposed 
in order to both address the failing culvert and the fish passage barrier.  The proposed culvert for 
fish passage was designed in collaboration with CDFW Hydraulics engineers as CDFW is required 
to approve Caltrans fish passage design.  Immediate action was required to prevent or mitigate the 
loss or impairment of life, health, property and essential services. 

d) Describe any secondary improvements such as wells, septic systems, grading, vegetation
removal, roads, etc. that are necessary to deal with the emergency.

Access roads are required at both the inlet and the outlet. The inlet will require approximately a 
150-foot access road, and the outlet will need approximately a 1,000-foot access road. This access
is required for the jack and bore construction method given the topography of the site.

Vegetation removal will be required in order to construct the access roads on both the inlet and 
outlet sides.  Approximately 0.5047 acres of riparian/upland vegetation will be impacted.  The 
access road on the outlet side follows an old access road.  A portion of this road is located on 
Redwood Coast Land Conservancy (RCLC) right of way.  As a result of the access road being 
constructed on RCLC property, Caltrans has been working with RCLC to determine the most 
appropriate steps forward to possibly facilitate the future trail that RCLC and the CA Coastal 
Commission are conceptualizing at this location.  RCLC and Caltrans have been in conversations 
throughout the project.   

A Revegetation Plan will be prepared for this project, that will encompass revegetating disturbed 
areas at the inlet and outlet, removing English ivy at the inlet and restoring a portion of the culvert 
outlet area with grading that will accommodate a tidal wetland and associated vegetation in 
coordination with RCLC. 
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	Case Nos: 
	CDF Nos: 
	Receipt No: 
	Received by: 
	Name of Applicant: CA Dept of Transportation
Trevor Goff
	Name of Owners: CA Dept of Transportation
	Name of Agent: CA Dept of Transportation
Laurel Osborn 
	Mailing Address: 1656 Union Street
Eureka, CA 95501
	Mailing Address_2: 1656 Union Street
Eureka, CA 95501
	Mailing Address_3: 1656 Union Street
Eureka, CA 95501
	Telephone Number: (707) 496-4532
	Telephone Number_2: (707) 496-4532
	Telephone Number_3: (707) 492-4064
	Project Description: The CA Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has an emergency project on MEN 1 at post mile 0.6.  A large sinkhole developed in the roadway at the intersection of Old State Highway and State Route 1.  After inspections, it was determined that the sink was caused by the failing culvert.  The project proposes to replace the existing 5 foot diameter culvert with an 8 foot diameter culvert with baffles.  The existing culvert at this location, China Gulch, is listed as a total barrier to anadromous salmonids. 
	The site is located on the: 
	NSEW side of:  State Route 1
	approximately:  0.6 miles
	feetmiles: north
	provide nearest major intersection: of the Mendocino/Sonoma County line
	Assessors Parcel Numbers: N/A
	undefined: N/A
	Date Filed: 
	Text13: Post Mile 0.6 on MEN 1
	undefined_2: Off
	undefined_3: On
	Text14: See Attachment. 
	If yes describe below and identify the use of each structure on the plot plan: N/A
	3 Is any grading or road construction planned Yes No Estimate the amount of grading in cubic yards cy If greater than 50 cubic yards or if greater than 2 feet of cut or 1 foot of fill will result please provide a grading plan Describe the terrain to be traversed eg steep moderate slope flat etc: The terrain on the inlet and outlet sides are considered moderate slope. There was an existing access road on the outlet side which was reestablished by clearing and grubbing. At the inlet, slight grading occurred but no material was added or removed. A grading plan will be provided once available, if necessary. 
	Is any grading or road construction planned: Yes
	cy If greater than 50 cubic yards or if greater:  TBD
	4 Will vegetation be removed on areas other than the building sites and roads Yes No If yes explain: 
	Will vegetation be removed on areas other than the building sites and roads: No_2
	feet: N/A
	6 Describe all exterior materials and colors of all proposed structures that are visible beyond the boundaries of the subject parcel: N/A
	7 Are there any water courses anadromous fish streams ponds lakes sand dunes rookeries marine mammal haul out areas wetlands riparian areas pygmy vegetation rare or endangered plants animals or habitat which support rare and endangered species located on the project site or within 100 feet of the project site: The creek at this location is China Gulch and is listed in the Passage Assessment Database as a potential barrier to anadromous salmonids (PAD ID 761925). There are potentially three federally threatened species of salmonids that would benefit from this project: Central California Coast Coho, California Coastal Chinook Salmon, and North Coast Steelhead. There are also wetlands and riparian areas within the project area.  The project would impact approximately 0.5047 acres of riparian/upland vegetation.  No impacts to wetlands are anticipated.  However, Caltrans is proposing to grade a portion of the culvert outlet area that will accommodate a tidal wetland and associated vegetation in coordination with planned restoration efforts by RCLC.    


