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• Why are we here?
• Who are we?
• What do we do?
• What to expect from us?

Objective

Provide overview of the California Wildlife 
Services program:



Seeking Assistance with Wildlife Conflict

Why are we here?



What do we do?

Resources Protected



Human-Wildlife Conflict

What do we do?



Requesting Assistance from Wildlife Services

What to expect from us?



Field Investigations

What to expect from us?



Technical Assistance

What to expect from us?



Direct Control

What to expect from us?



Non-lethal Methods
• Harassment

 Audible (pyro, RAG)
 Visual (lights, mylar)
 Chemical (repellants)
 Tactile (projectiles, water)

• Guardian animals (dogs, 
llamas, donkeys)

• Exclusion
 Fencing
 Fladry

• Sterilization
• Immuno-contraception
• Taste aversion

Lethal Methods
• Shooting

 Ground-based
• Trapping

 Steel-jawed foothold traps
 Snares
 Cage traps
 Corral traps

• Poisons
 Sodium cyanide ejectors (M-44)
 Livestock protection collars 

(Compound 1080)
 Place baits Banned 1972

Banned 1998

Banned 1998

IWDM Toolbox



Human Health & Safety Protection
Mountain Lion Attacks On People

6-year-old girl attacked by a mountain lion saved by 
adult who punched it in the ribs
Feb, 2020

Coyote Attacks On People

06/07/04 
SIMI VALLEY, Calif. - Police shot to death a coyote they 
believe attacked four children, including a 3-year-old who 
was hospitalized with bites to his neck, face, head and 
ear, authorities said Monday...

04/01/2020
Dublin, Calif



Protecting Natural Resources

What do we do?

• Sierra Nevada Bighorn
• Snowy plover
• Least tern
• Desert Tortoise



Small mammal damage 
to House

Feral Pig Damage
to Golf Course

Bear Damage To
House

Property Protection



Livestock Protection



Wildlife Disease Surveillance and
Emergency Response

• 989 Disease samples
• ½ from feral swine
• Rabies
• Plague
• Tularemia
• Leptospirosis
• E.coli
• Swine brucellosis
• Pseudorabies



CDFW Depredation Permit Species
• Nine species require proof of damage and a permit to be issued 

by CDFW.
• The CDFW permit specifies methods, number of animals, time 

period and carcass disposition.

What to expect from us?



Field Innovation and Adaptation



Public Education and Outreach



Clarification 

• Prop 4 (1998) Banned 
• Sodium cyanide – M-44s, Compound 1080 , Steel jawed traps

A portion of prop 4 was overturned and provided for WS the use of 
padded-jaw leghold traps for HH&S response and for the protection of 
T&E species
WS – California no longer uses M-44’s in California

• WS does not condone any form of animal cruelty and holds all 
employees responsible for adhering to Departmental standards and 
directives

• WS obtains signed agreements for entry on all properties we work



Clarifications 

• WS-California uses the AFWA (Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies)  approved BMP’s in selection of tools

• WS-California has never used a conibear in Mendocino 
County

• WS-California follows AVMA guidelines for Euthanasia
• Cervical dislocation is an approved AVMA euthanasia 

method.



Questions?
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