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11+: Extreme

8-10: Very high

6-7: High

3-5:Moderate

0-2: Low

•Raymond Ennocente
Pinoli, 91, of Ukiah, died
Thursday, Dec. 29, 2016.
Public viewing will be
at Empire Mortuary Ser-
vices, 950 Waugh Lane,
Suite A, Ukiah, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 7 from 2 to 4
p.m. Arrangements are
under the direction of
Empire Mortuary Ser-
vices.

DEATHNOTICE

docino Council of Gov-
ernments to determine
which streets will be
worked on first.

“I really like that a sci-
entific formula is used to
choose the streets, and
that it’s not based on fa-
voritism,” she said, add-
ing that the city is expect-
ing to get an updatedmap
detailing the condition of
Ukiah’s streets soon from
MCOG.

“Once we get that, we
plan to hold a Strategic
Planning Workshop to
discuss the tax and the
spending plan,” she said.
“I’m exited to get the
community engaged in
the workshop, and hope-
fully they can understand
that the repair decisions
are made using a scien-
tific process, that it’s not
just based on where cer-
tain people live.”

Mulheren said she ex-
pected the workshop to
be held in February.

In the meantime, she
will be holding her next
“Seat at the Table” cof-
fee meeting not inside at
Black Oak Coffee Roaster
like usual, but outside on
the Rail Trail instead.

“It’s a way to mark the
New Year, and to try and
work in a little extra fit-
ness,” saidMulheren, who
will be meeting anyone
who wants to join her at
10 a.m. Jan. 7 at the in-
tersection of Clara Ave-
nue and Mason Street.
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year expects to attract
more volunteers with more
flexibility to prepare fil-
ings.

NCO began the tax-
assistance program five
years ago, and it has been
able to steadily increase
its volunteer workforce
and, hence, its workload
for the past few years, with
seven people volunteering
in 2014, 11 in 2015, and 13
in 2016, Harrison said.

Last year’s all-time high
volunteer capacity was still

not enough to assist all the
people who sought help,
Harrison said. Volunteers
were able to schedule three
appointments per hour at
its two Lake County loca-
tions, each of which was
open one day a week, and
had to turn away applicants
at the end of the tax season,
she said.

With their relatively
high number of low-in-
come residents, Mendocino
and Lake counties stand to
benefit more than many
other California coun-
ties from the Earned In-
come Tax Credit, which
the IRS awards to individ-
uals and families in vary-

ing amounts according to
their income and number
of dependents. Many low-
income residents, however,
do not know the credit ex-
ists and do not find out be-
cause, not owing any taxes,
they do not file.

By offering free tax-
preparation services, NCO
hopes to spread awareness
of the EITC and financially
educate the area’s residents
in general.

Out of 720 residents of
Mendocino and Lake coun-
ties who filed federal in-
come tax returns with help
from NCO volunteers last
year, 227 qualified for the
EITC, NCO’s data show.

A total of $378,616 came
back to the two counties’
households through the
EITC.

The VITA program has
helped to dispel fears and
misconceptions among
people who dread filing
their returns like the pros-
pect of going to the dentist,
Harrison said.

People often come to
NCO’s offices telling volun-
teers they have not filed in
several years. Filers often
come to volunteers worried
they owe taxes when there
is clearly no chance of that.

“You take a weight off
their shoulders when they
realize they don’t owe

money,” Harrison said.
“The best part is telling
them they will get money
back.”

Harrison recalled a
woman in Lakeport who
found out she qualified for
the EITC. She left the office
and came back 15 minutes
later and gave the whole
staff desserts from Mc-
Donald’s.

NCO will start training
volunteers Jan. 14, with ad-
ditional sessions the fol-
lowing two Saturdays. Vol-
unteers will begin taking
appointments Jan. 23.

People interested in vol-
unteering can call Kayla
Harrison at 707-462-1959.
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By Erick O’Donnell
udjeo@ukiahdj.com

Emergency responders
on Tuesday rescued three
people in the Mendocino
Forest whose vehicle had
been stuck in deep snow
since the day before, ac-

cording to a press release
from the Sheriff’s Office.

The Lake County Sher-
iff’s Office received a no-
tification of three people
stuck in the snow on US
Forest Route M-1 north of
Hull Mountain, the release
says. After finding the GPS
coordinates of the vehicle,

which indicated it was in
Mendocino County, Lake
County alerted the Men-
docino County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, it says.

The Sheriff’s Office, alert
to the snowfall and an in-
coming weather front, re-
quested assistance from
the California Office of

Emergency Services, the
release says. The Cal Fire/
South Lake County Fire
District deployed a snow-
cat, a special vehicle for
traveling in deep snow,
with a rescue crew inside,
it says.

The snowcat got stuck
about a mile from the

stranded vehicle, and the
rescue crew walked the
remaining distance, the
release says. The rescue
workers escorted the mo-
torists to the snowcat,
which then returned to
safety, it says.

No one was injured, and
all motorists were rescued.

MENDOCINONATIONALFOREST

Three stranded by snow rescued

PLEASE
RECYCLE THIS
NEWSPAPER.

ByKelci Parks
reporter@advocate-news.com
@FBAdvocateNews on Twitter

Lori Fiorentino, the
woman arrested and
charged with elder abuse
after the body of a woman
was found last month, was
in court at the Ten Mile
Branch on Tuesday morn-
ing. Her preliminary hear-
ing, however, had to be re-
scheduled for Jan. 30 due
to the pathology report not
being prepared.

The soonest that the pa-
thologist would be available
with the finished report
was the end of the month.

Fiorentino sat at the end
of the row of inmates trans-
ported from the county
jail for sentencing, with
an empty seat between
her and the others. Her de-
meanor and facial expres-
sions in the courtroom

could be described as wor-
ried and very somber. She
asked for a tissue for her
nose at one point.

As the cases of the four
other inmates were heard,
Fiorentino almost never
looked up from the tissue
in her hands, sitting si-
lently in a red jumpsuit. A
few spectators interested in
the case showed up.

When her case was
called, her public defender
stated that Fiorentino
wanted to wait for the re-
sults of the pathology re-
port before continuing with
her preliminary hearing.

Judge Clayton Bren-
nan, addressing Fioren-
tino directly, made it clear
that she had the right to a
speedy preliminary hearing
and asked if she wished to
waive that right. Hearings
are supposed to be con-
ducted within 10 days of

when defendants enter a
plea. Fiorentino’s plea of
not guilty was entered on
Dec. 19.

However, she decided to

waive the right and wait
in jail until the pathology
report is complete so that
her attorney can analyze
and use the information in

it for her defense.
The Jan. 30 hearing is

scheduled for 9:30 a.m. at
the TenMile Branch Court-
house.

FORTBRAGG

Fiorentino in court, pathology report not yet finished
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