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 Gas Tax — A combination of federal & state taxes collected on fuel.  
Funds the Federal Highway Bill  and California Highway Users Tax Account 
(HUTA).

 SB1 Adds Road Maintenance & Repair Account 
(RMRA) Funds of $100 Million over 20 Years for 
Mendocino County — Raised gas tax and vehicle registration 
fees to fund transportation improvements and indexed tax to keep pace 
with inflation: 

•Increased the state gasoline excise tax by an additional $0.12 per 
gallon

•Increased the state diesel fuel excise tax by $0.20 per gallon

 ½ Cent Sales Tax for Unincorporated Areas of the 
County — If successful, it would raise $2.7 million annually in new 
transportation related taxes on sales of all products subject to sales tax 
outside cities in Mendocino County.
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Source: Transportation Funding in California, 2018 - Caltrans Transportation Economics Branch - http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/eab/fundchrt.html

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/eab/fundchrt.html


Two Main Reasons we supported SB1
1. Mendocino County’s roads are deteriorating, our

maintenance backlog is growing, and revenue is not
adequate for our needs.

▪ Maintenance Backlog — $602 million in costs for Mendocino
County roads to have a Pavement Condition Index (PCI) above 80
out of 100. www.savecaliforniastreets.org Source: Statewide Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment (first report

2008 to educate legislators on the need. Most recent update in 2016 showed the continuing trend of need)

▪ Mendocino County’s current Road Maintenance and Repair
Account (RMRA) plan for $100 million to be spent over 20 years
will only treat 1/3 of our road system and bring our road PCI above
50.

2. The Gas Tax was, and to a lesser extent still is, an
insufficient revenue source for Mendocino County.
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http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/


 The County of Mendocino has an average PCI of 46.  
 This is down from a PCI of 51 in 2008.



 Preventative Maintenance 
work done sooner with more funding.
 More Corrective Maintenance on 
main roads could be done.
 Transportation needs in order of 
importance:

▪ Traffic Safety

▪ System Maintenance and Preservation

▪ System Completion (providing connections on major 
roadways)

▪ Congestion Relief

▪ System Expansion
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On July 12, 2016, the Board of Supervisors 
considered presenting to the Voters of the County 
a Measure adding a ½ cent County Transportation 
Transactions (Sales) and Use Tax in the 
unincorporated areas of the County to be voted 
on in a major election of statewide issues.  If 
passed by 67% of the voters, that tax measure 
would have produced approximately $2.7 million 
per year, or $80 million, over a 30-year period.



Self-Help Counties have a locally approved sales tax 
for transportation and are eligible for “Partnership” 
which could “free up” State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) allocations.

Becoming a “Self-Help” County could help 
Mendocino get a share of state sources of funding. 
While a sales tax alone will not solve all of our 
transportation problems, implementing a 
transportation sales tax, approved by two-thirds of 
the voters of Mendocino County, opens new 
opportunities for leveraging or matching our local 
money with state sources that require a local share.



The Mendocino Council of Governments (MCOG) and the 
California Transportation Commission (CTC) approves project 
priorities for various agencies.  There is no guarantee that any 
of the projects on an agency's list will be picked for allocation 
or when.  

Mendocino County STIP Project(s)
 Brooktrails Second Access
 Redemeyer Road Extension
 East Side Potter Valley Road
 N. St. Street Improvements
 Simpson Lane Intersection

Partnership Program Funds could “free up” STIP Funds.



 Caltrans Transportation Economics Branch -
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/eab/fundchrt.html

 California Association of Councils of Governments -
https://www.calcog.org/

 California Transportation Commission -
http://www.catc.ca.gov

 Save California Streets -
www.savecaliforniastreets.org
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Questions?

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/eab/fundchrt.html
https://www.calcog.org/
http://www.catc.ca.gov/
http://www.savecaliforniastreets.org/

