
Section 5.180.040. Specific Purpose. 
 
Mendocino County is committed to improving residents’ lives and the public’s safety by 
strategically evaluating and enhancing resources for mental health treatment. Therefore, 
this ordinance is adopted to achieve the following, among other purposes, and directs that 
the provisions herein be interpreted in order to accomplish these purposes: 
 

A. Provide for assistance in the diagnosis, treatment and recovery from 
mental illness and addiction by developing: 1) a psychiatric facility and 
other behavioral health facilities; and 2) a regional behavioral health 
training facility to be used by behavioral health professionals, public safety 
and other first responders.  

 
B. Provide for the necessary infrastructure to support and stabilize individuals 

with behavioral health conditions, including addiction and neurological 
disorders. 

 
C. Conduct an independent annual audit and develop a performance 

management strategy which measures the effectiveness of the improved 
services, treatment and facilities and assesses the impact of the “Mental 
Health Treatment Act.” 

 
D. Create a politically independent “Mental Health Treatment Act” Citizen’s 

Oversight Committee which shall review the independent annual audit of 
expenditures and the performance management plan for compliance with 
the Specific Purpose of this ordinance. This committee shall also provide 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors on the implementation of 
this ordinance. The committee shall be comprised of eleven members, 
including a citizen selected by each member of the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors, a Member of the Behavioral Health Advisory Board, 
the County Mental Health Director or his/her representative, the County 
Auditor or his/her representative, the Mendocino County Chief Executive 
Officer or his/her representative, the Sheriff or his/her representative, and 
a representative of the Mendocino Chapter of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness. The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is encouraged 
to include professional experts such as psychiatric and health practitioners, 
first responders and other mental health professionals among the five 
committee members selected by the Board.  The meetings of this 
committee shall be open to the public and shall be held in compliance with 
the Ralph M. Brown Act, California’s open meeting law.  

 
E. Create a Mental Health Treatment Fund entirely dedicated to fund 

improved services, treatment and facilities for persons with mental health 
conditions into which 100% of the revenue from this measure shall be 
deposited. 

 
F. For a period of five (5) years a maximum of 75% of the revenue deposited 

into the Mental Health Treatment Fund may be used for facilities, with not 
less than 25% dedicated to services and treatment;  thereafter 100% of all 
revenue deposited into the Mental Health Treatment Fund shall be used 
for ongoing operations, services and treatment.   


