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MENDOCINO COUNTY 

AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

MEMORANDUM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DATE:  March 17, 2020 

 

TO:  The Mendocino County  

  Air Quality Management District Board 

 

FROM: Barbara Moed 

  Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

SUBJECT: Amendments to Regulations 1, Air Pollution Control Rules 

 

The Federal Clean Air Act (CAA, or “the Act”) established requirements for specified sources of 

air pollution to obtain permits under a program called “Prevention of Significant Deterioration” 

or “PSD.”  This program was created to ensure that, in areas that meet federal standards for 

ambient air quality, new industrial activity does not significantly degrade local and regional air 

quality.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established regulations to 

implement the PSD program, and these regulations are codified under 40 CFR Part 52.21.  

 

The Clean Air Act requires states to submit to EPA plans that implement, maintain, and enforce 

national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS).  These plans, known as State Implementation 

Plans (SIPs), must be updated as new air quality standards are changed or adopted. 

 

The SIP is a compendium of air pollution regulations that apply throughout the state.  The SIP 

contains rules that address basic regulatory infrastructure, attainment of the National Ambient 

Air Quality Standards and transport of air pollution across state and/or national boundaries.  In 

order to be included in the SIP, rules must meet certain legal and regulatory standards and once 

incorporated, they must be federally enforceable. 

 

EPA is approving most of California’s SIP submittals and currently finalizing disapproval for 

several narrow deficiencies including PSD program requirements. 
 
EPA has identified the following two items in the District’s rules that need to be amended prior 
to finalizing approval of the District’s SIP. 

1. Regulation 1, Rule 1-220, New Source Review does not contain any provisions that 

required air monitoring must be based on applicable models, databases and other 

requirements as specified in the Code of Federal Regulations (CfR), Part 51, Appendix 

W, therefore the requirements of 40 CFR 160 (f) and 51.66 (I) have not been met. 

2. Regulation 1, Rule 1-230, Action on Applications does not contain provisions regarding a 

sources obligations when modification of the stationary source results in the source 

becoming a major stationary source, therefore the requirements of 40 CFR 51.66(j) 

through (s) have not been met. 



 

 

At the request of EPA and in order to comply with federal requirements the District has drafted 

amendments to District Regulation 1, Air Pollution Control Rules that implement the federal 

programs for review of significant new and modified sources of air pollution known as the 

Prevention of Significant Deterioration Program, or PSD.  The amendments are “administrative 

in nature” and necessary to maintain full approval of the District’s program.  The proposed 

actions are consistent with state and federal laws and regulations and will not result in any 

adverse impacts on emissions, air quality, public health, compliance costs or cost-effectiveness, 

or have other socio-economic impacts. 

 

The proposed amendments incorporate specific requirements and procedures consistent with 

EPA’s most recent standards for this program.  These proposed changes will allow EPA to 

approve the District’s program as part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP) ensuring that the 

District’s rules are federally enforceable. 

 
The District published notice of the proposed action in a local newspaper on March 7, 2020 to 

provide a 30-day public comment period and a public hearing date of April 7, 2020. 

  

The District is requesting that the Board approve adoption of the Resolution to amend 

Mendocino County Air Quality Management District Regulation 1, Air Pollution Control Rules 

as written and authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer to submit the adopted amendments to 

the US EPA and the California Air Resources Board for inclusion in the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP). 

 


