September 2, 2020
Mendocino County Districts

Re: Notice of Possible Action Regarding Request by Westport County Water District to Consolidate its
District Elections with the November Statewide General Election in Even-Numbered Years

To Whom It May Concern:

Please take notice that Westport County Water District has submitted its resolution to the Board of
Supervisors to change its regularly scheduled district elections for governing board members from odd-
numbered years to even-numbered years so that said elections are consolidated with the statewide
general election that takes place during November in even numbered years. Westport County Water
District has adopted a resolution to move its respective district elections to even-numbered years
starting in 2022. A copy of the resolution requesting the change is attached to this letter.

Please take further notice that the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors will consider and possibly
approve the request of the district identified in this letter during the Board of Supervisors’ meeting on
October 6, 2020. Please provide input to the Mendocino County Clerk of the Board by September 29,
2020, as to the effect that this consolidation may have on your district. Correspondence can be mailed
to the Clerk of the Board, c¢/o Executive Office, 501 Low Gap Road, Room 1010, Ukiah, CA 95482, or

emailed to cobsupport@mendocinocounty.org.

If you have any questions about this topic, please call (707) 463-4441.

syt eniho—

Lindéey Dunhgm,
Senior Deputy Clerk of the Board

Encl.: District Resolution

cc: Board of Supervisors
Ms. Carmel J. Angelo, Chief Executive Officer
Mr. Christian M. Curtis, County Counsel
Ms. Katrina Bartolomie, Assessor-Clerk-Recorder



RESOLUTION NOS°=0 — /

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WESTPORT COUNTY WATER
DISTRICT REQUESTING THE MENDOCINO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO
AUTHORIZE CONSOLIDATION OF THE DISTRICT'S ELECTION WITH THE
STATEWIDE GENERAL ELECTION

WHEREAS, The Westport County Water District (the District) is a water district
formed and operating in accordance with the provisions of California Public Resources Code

Section 5780 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 5787 provides that the District is subject to
the Uniform District Election Law (commencing with Election Code Section 10500 et seq.) ; and

WHEREAS, the District was formed with the power to hold its District elections on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each odd-numbered year in accordance with
Elections Code Section 10505; and '

WHEREAS, elections in odd years have frequently resulted in a short ballot thereby
could require substantial cost reimbursement from the District to the County of Mendocino for

the cost of the election; and

WHEREAS, even year elections typically contain multiple ballot measures and elective
offices resulting in significantly increased voter participation in even year elections; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Westport County Water District wishes to
maximize voter participation and reduce the cost associated with elections; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 5787.1 permits the Board of Directors of the
District to require that the election of members to the Board of Directors be held on the same
date as the statewide general election in accordance with Elections Code Section 10404, subject
to approval by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, if the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors approves consolidation of
the District's elections with the statewide general election, the current members of the Board of
Directors eligible for election in the next odd number year shall have their terms extended by one
year in accordance with Elections Code Section 10404(i).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Westport
County Water District t as follows:

1. The District shall hold its general election on the same day as the statewide
general election on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November of even numbered
years. ,

2, The Westport County Water District Board of Directors requests that the

Mendocino County Board of Supervisors order a change in the timing of District elections in
accordance with California Elections Code Section 10404,

3 The District further requests that the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors
direct the Mendocino County Elections Department to provide any and all services necessary for
conducting future District elections in coordination with the statewide general election.



4, In accordance with Elections Code Section 10404(i), and to preserve the
staggered elections style for local district elections established in accordance with Election Code
Section 10505(¢c), each member of the Board of Directors whose term of office expires in
November 2021 shall continue in his or her office until the statewide general election held in
November 2022 and the successor to each office is elected and qualified. In the same manner,
each member of the Board of Directors whose term of office expires in November 2023 shall
continue in his or her office until the statewide general election is held in November 2024 and
the successor to that office is elected and qualified.

5. This change to the schedule for District elections shall (subject to the approval of
this Resolution by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors) be permanent and apply to all
future District elections.

6. The District Secretary is directed to forward this Resolution to the Mendocino
County Board of Supervisors for its approval in accordance with California Elections Code
Section 10404,

The above and foregoing Resolution was introduced by Board Member
ANN mﬁ@, was seconded by Board Member [E5E 7ELPE p and
passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Westport County
Water District heldon _Axausr /.5 , 2020, by the following vote:

AYES: =3
NOES: —&—
ABSENT: F AL HALE #

/

T gl fotp
Lee Tepper '
President, Boatd éf Directors

ATTEST:

LB lynttsed

Secretary




MOTION:

{This motion language is provided only as sample language for the recommended action. It is the sole
determination of the individual members of the board as to whether this language is used.)

Imove to adoptthe resolution as presented to request the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to
authorize consolidation of the district's election with the statewide general election.

Motion made by (Board Member): %,5 MM[

—
Second madeby (Board Member): 1% / //”//’7//'1_/

Gt

Discussion

Vote

Carried?



