
 
 
COVER LETTER TO GOVERNMENT LEADERS REQUESTING LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 
Date: Monday, November 16, 2020 
To: Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
CC: Dr. Andrew Coren 
RE: Consideration for Re-Opening Guidelines for the Wedding and Private Events Industry 
From: Julia Kendrick Conway and the Mendocino Wedding and Events Task Group 
 
Dear Supervisors, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the California Association for Private Events (CAPE), a non-profit 
organization representing the needs of the California private events industry professionals. 
Special events celebrating life’s special occasions including weddings, graduations, 
anniversaries and birthdays can indeed be very tightly controlled events that are very different 
than open, public events. CAPE is comprised of top special event industry leaders from over 20 
counties throughout California working tirelessly to prevent the eminent financial collapse of 
our industry due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
The purpose of this letter is to enlist your help by writing a letter of support (draft attached) for 
the safe re-opening of the Private Event Industry. This critical sector has been left out of the 
state’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy and is a segment of the economy made up of many 
small business operators including: venue owners; caterers, wedding and event planners; 
event rental providers; florists; cake makers; bridal rental shops; photographers; videographers; 
professional audio visual companies, etc.   
 
CAPE’s constituents are thousands of local, small businesses owners who collectively generate 
hundreds of millions of dollars of tax revenue for the State or California, and who have been 
deeply and disproportionally affected by the pandemic and are in desperate need of your 
help to survive.  
 
In every Western state except for California, the private event industry has been included 
among the many sectors that will eventually be allowed to reopen as part of a thoughtful 
state industry guidance and path forward. In California, we are not in any identified sectors 
and have no prospect of ever re-opening unless we are affirmatively included as a sector or 
among one that exists in current state plans. The private events industry is on the brink of 
collapse and needs your help to survive.  
 
CAPE has worked tirelessly to draft guidelines for private events, which have been reviewed 
and are endorsed by county reopening teams throughout California, including San Diego and 
Los Angeles counties. Currently, the guidelines we proposed are sitting with Dr. Alice Chen, 
Deputy Secretary for Policy and Planning and Chief of Clinical Affairs for California Health and 
Human Services Agency. The timing of this guidance is critical.   
 
Aside, from small wedding ceremonies, the private events industry has been shut completely 
since March.  Without any guidance or go forward plan, most of 2021 will be lost and recovery 

http://www.capecalifornia.org/


 
 
will be an impossibility.  Failure to allow our industry professionals to safely re-open is forcing 
events underground and creating unsafe conditions.  Allowing professionally managed events 
to return under safe State re-opening guidelines will both save jobs and keep private events 
from continuing to go underground.  
 
Attached are the proposed safe reopening guidelines we would like the State of California to 
consider adopting for the private events industry.  These guidelines have been vetted by the 
private events industry’s top industry leaders and adapted from the already approved Safe re-
opening guidelines for film production, houses of worship, and restaurants. CAPE’s private 
event guidelines are built upon already established and accepted guidelines for the above 
industries. 
 
We are asking your office to endorse our guidelines and support our effort to become a 
recognized industry in the Blueprint for a Safer Economy so that we have can be included in 
the tiered system with a signed letter that we may submit to Governor Newsom for 
consideration of the Private Events Industry.  We have also included a letter template for you. 
If you can please either use this letter and put it on your letterhead or draft your own letter of 
support, the entire event industry would be eternally grateful.  
 
We can make ourselves available for a call to discuss the proposed guidelines or any 
questions you may have.  Thank you for your time and consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Julia A. Kendrick Conway 
CEO, Assaggiare Mendocino, Inc. 
Chair, Mendocino Count Wedding and Events Task Group 
Director at Large, Legislative and Policy, California Association for Private Events 
 

 
Amy Ulkutekin 
President,  
California Association for Private Events 
619.501.1695 | info@capecalifornia.org 
www.capecalifornial.org 
 



 
 

 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF GUIDELINES FOR REOPENING PRIVATE EVENTS  

 
{INSERT DATE} 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

State of California 

1303 10th Street, Ste. 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Consideration for Re-Opening the Private Events Industry 

 

Dear Governor Newsom,  

 

I am writing to respectfully request the State of California to consider adopting guidelines and 

include the private event industry as an industry sector in the Blueprint for a Safer Economy. The 

industry is not recognized under the current plan, which is causing devastation to the industry.  

 

The Private Event Industry thrives on advanced bookings and while events may not be able to 

reopen immediately, passing guidance now will allow the sales booking cycle to continue, 

which could keep many businesses from closing permanently. The timing of this guidance is 

critical. 

 

I support the slow and safe re-opening of private events under the attached proposed 

guidelines developed by California Association for Private Events. These guidelines were 

developed by industry experts, with an emphasis on implementing health protocols to ensure a 

safe reopening for the industry.  

 

I urge you to adopt and issue this guidance publically as soon as possible so that this sector can 

begin to rebuild. Private events have been shut completely since March and without any 

guidance or plan, most of their 2021 business will be lost and recovery will be an impossibility. 

Additionally, the failure of allowing industry professionals to re-open is forcing events 

underground and into unsafe conditions. Allowing professionally managed events to return will 

both save jobs and keep them out of unregulated venues. 

 

The {INSERT COUNTY} region has worked diligently over the past several months to protect our 

residents in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and preserved capacity in our healthcare 

system. I am proud of our business community for developing robust safety and physical 

distancing protocols to demonstrate that they are committed to compliance with all State and 

local health orders and am confident that the event industry can re-open slowly and safely 

under these guidelines. 

 

I thank you for your consideration and look forward to the state adopting this guidance so the 

events industry can safely reopen. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

{INSERT NAME} 

{INSERT TITLE} 
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