
Good Afternoon Mendocino Country Board,  
 
 

I am asking that you terminate Mendocino County’s contract with the USDA 
Wildlife Services and its lethal Integrated Wildlife Damage Management 
(IWDM) Program, and establish a Non-lethal Wildlife Damage Management 
(NWDM) Program to be administered locally. 

 
 

Every year for nearly nine decades, Wildlife Services has killed thousands of 
wild animals with traps, guns, and other cruel methods, largely at the 
behest of private ranchers and other agricultural interests. This flies in the 
face of the Public Trust Doctrine which maintains that wildlife is held in the 
public trust and that we all have a say in how our wildlife is treated.  
 
 

Non-target species—including imperiled wildlife and domestic dogs and 
cats—fall victim to Wildlife Services’ lethal approach. One Mendocino 
federal trapper admitted to killing more than 400 dogs. Many non-target 
kills are not reported. 

 
 

A previous Draft Environmental Impact Report clearly demonstrates the 
serious impacts of Wildlife Services’ program. Mountain lion populations are 
particularly vulnerable.  
 
 

Mendocino County residents do not want their taxpayer dollars spent on an 
expensive and ineffective program that cruelly and needlessly kills wild 
animals. 

 
 

Mountain lions, bears, coyotes, bobcats, and other species targeted by 
Wildlife Services are ecologically vital species. The site-specific and 
cumulative impacts of their removal on ecosystem health can be profound. 

 
 

The best available scientific research shows that killing wildlife to reduce 
predation on livestock or damage to crops is rarely necessary and sometimes 
counterproductive. More info here. 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT97b3d3e0-e9c1-4a0d-bfa0-2ae0af6c3b73%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,HQ27bX1H7wBoegN8-rDRIORfsNMZBEaf1Ac8eVeavwZ9MsibqREEPOTF1ztLoCg-mB7iYPe1eYJyFBZuNwiGn_gbIRxDdZM0fi6L6FtLiaCSZBQ5Qg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT56c432ec-5a71-4921-8366-a6d5fae56c11%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,K5XvpTWNts_xkfPyrJCYKY09Oh4P240fYSCHSK-mNpDXTX0ERw6iiEjMBqtL_pKYIMtxk5StlN6oFjosd0nhd5zRaL-RG6fZwtg9x1PuxFBOJvFRRCg3&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT0a60f4b8-c7b3-40c1-9bde-0e3deb24ab02%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,E9dfmenwKHT4n74ppahZdQNaGYv_bFtIfsa0V_4UiOTTr5krcFSZivYDQHrAyeCZHK18xKBKdbp1c1ETRk3WQvdzHAf1b4iXFMR6WymJhp_yEjocWHl0&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT0a60f4b8-c7b3-40c1-9bde-0e3deb24ab02%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,E9dfmenwKHT4n74ppahZdQNaGYv_bFtIfsa0V_4UiOTTr5krcFSZivYDQHrAyeCZHK18xKBKdbp1c1ETRk3WQvdzHAf1b4iXFMR6WymJhp_yEjocWHl0&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT5a051ca8-a6d1-4e54-97ff-0da9356ff27e%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,Z4-wVEapmFEQ9UEJp_HFiSB8ChEDGf1iOdFA_VHHMuvBCAUVfAHECV-8rTXkoCbSfHkhrvfvlRO33wk8jKD0OI9yi_iq5joOKeqjEszGyHrs9naNz7a8Dw,,&typo=1


Ethics tell us that this needless killing of ecologically important wildlife is 
wrong. 

 
 

Many cost-effective non-lethal methods of addressing human-wildlife 
conflicts exist. More information here. 

 

Once again, I urge the board to  

1. terminate Mendocino County’s contract with the USDA Wildlife Services 
and its lethal Integrated Wildlife Damage Management (IWDM) Program, 
and 

2. establish a Non-lethal Wildlife Damage Management (NWDM) Program to 
be administered locally. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider,  
Genavieve Marquez 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fT1315c6b9-65bb-4a47-b92b-cc169a7fadba%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,CN63aMC4XodGIAUv9EMsCcbxjGUe_r9IV_N_qb5lHVTBQDkiz1sdKBTdyKT2vq-ZHGjGpqWhhBBbu726czP7lTdnXVWkET9_otxqVblRq3mk0fYiC-t6KBkG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdefault.salsalabs.org%2fTbebaf3b1-8ecf-41b5-b6e6-cfecc9b98833%2f4ffa14c0-cd0b-437d-bda6-a6ce5a583569&c=E,1,EQLgG819kWYcF9buGy6KvXkDPGl4loYSZyU0rSWwZzzVW5uiPJ1DKkP-10As8SriWqx7FsZ1nHMVrEs0UTq4fUd9EM6LTWdZ1e4cBN4K3Q,,&typo=1

