
RESOLUTION NO. 21-166 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF MENDOCINO 
FINDING THAT STATE OR LOCAL OFFICIALS CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND MEASURES 
TO PROMOTE SOCIAL DISTANCING IN CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC MEETINGS 

WHEREAS, all meetings of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors and its legislative 
bodies are open and public, as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code §§ 54950 -
54963), so that any member of the public may attend, participate, and view the legislative bodies 
conduct their business; and 

WHEREAS, the Brown Act, Government Code section 54953(e), makes provisions for 
remote teleconferencing participation in meetings by members of a legislative body, without 
compliance with the requirements of Government Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to the 
existence of certain conditions; and 

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom issued a Proclamation of a State of 
Emergency declaring a state of emergency exists due to the outbreak of respiratory illness due 
to a novel coronavirus (a disease now known as COVID-19) , pursuant to the California 
Emergency Services Act (Government Code section 8625) and that State of Emergency is still in 
effect in the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, as of the date of this Resolution , neither the Governor nor the state 
Legislature have exercised their respective powers pursuant to Government Code section 8629 
to lift the state of emergency either by proclamation or by concurrent resolution the state 
Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Industrial Relations has issued regulations 
related to COVID-19 Prevention for employees and places of employment. Title 8 of the California 
Code of Regulations, Section 3205(c)(5)(D) specifically recommends physical (social) distancing 
as one of the measures to decrease the spread of COVID-19 based on the fact that particles 
containing the virus can travel more than six feet, especially indoors; and 

WHEREAS, the Mendocino County Public Health Officer continues to recommend 
teleconferencing during public meetings of all legislative bodies to protect the community's health 
against the spread of COVID-19, based in part on the continued increased safety protection that 
physical/social distancing provides as one means by which to reduce the risk of COVID-19 
transmission ; and 

WHEREAS, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors finds that state or local officials 
have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing based on the Mendocino 
County Public Health Officer recommendation and the California Department of Industrial 
Relations' issuance of regulations related to COVID-19 Prevention through Title 8 of the California 
Code of Regulations, Section 3205(c)(5)(D) ; and 

WHEREAS, as a consequence, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors does hereby 
find that current conditions meet the circumstances set for in Government Code section 
54953(e)(3) to allow this legislative body to conduct its meetings by teleconferencing without 
compliance with Government Code section 54953 (b)(3) , pursuant to Section 54953(e), and that 
such legislative body shall comply with the requirements to provide the public with access to the 
meetings as prescribed by Government Code section 54953(e)(2) to ensure the public can safely 
participate in and observe local government meetings. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors, 
as follows: 

SECTION 1. RECITALS. 

All of the above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated into this Resolution by this 
reference. 

SECTION 2. STATE OR LOCAL OFFICIALS CONTINUE TO RECOMMEND MEASURES TO 
PROMOTE SOCIAL DISTANCING IN CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors finds that State or local officials continue to 
recommend measures to promote social distancing pursuant to Government Code section 
54953(e)(3) to allow legislative bodies to use teleconferencing to hold public meetings in 
accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(2) to ensure members of the public have 
continued access to safely observe and participate in local government meetings. 

SECTION 3. REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS. 

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized to take all actions necessary 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this Resolution including, conducting open and public 
meetings in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(2) and other applicable 
provisions of the Brown Act. 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption . 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors, that this finding is also made by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors in its 
capacity and the governing Board of the Mendocino County Water Agency, the Board of Directors 
of the of the Mendocino County Air Quality Management District, and each and every other such 
body for which the Board of Supervisors is the ex officio governing body. 

2 



Public Health Department 
of Mendocino County 

Healthy People, Healthy Communities 

Andy Coren, MD, County Health Officer 

publtc 
health 
Mendocino County 

Recommendation Regarding Continued Remote Public Meetings of Governmental 
Bodies 

September 29, 2021 

In light of the continued state of emergency related to COVID-19 , as the County Health 
Officer, I recommend that public bodies continue to meet remotely to the extent possible . 

This recommendation is made due to the continued threat of COVID-19 to this community 
with the ongoing surge in cases and deaths experienced since the Labor Day holiday, the 
current county vaccination rate , and a concern for continued risk during the upcoming 
holidays. Additionally, I make this recommendation based on the unique characteristics of 
public governmental meetings (such as the increased mixing associated with bringing people 
together from across the community, the need to enable those who are immunocompromised 
or unvaccinated to be able to safely continue to fully participate in such governmental 
meetings, and the challenges with fully ascertaining and ensuring compliance with 
vaccination and other safety recommendations at such meetings) , and the continued 
increased safety protection that physical/social distancing provides as one means by which to 
reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission . 

Therefore, I strongly recommend teleconferencing through online meetings as this type of 
meeting presents the lowest risk of transmission of SARS-CoV-2 , and allows for the 
participation of the community, local agency staff, presenters, and local agency governing 
bodies in a safe environment, with no risk of contagion . 

I will continue to evaluate this recommendation on an ongoing basis , paying particular 
attention to the pandemic stage of our community. I will communicate when there is no longer 
such a recommendation with respect to meetings for public bodies. 

A. Coren, M.D ., 
County Health Officer 

Dated : September 29, 2021 
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The foregoing Resolution introduced by Supervisor Haschak, seconded by Supervisor 
McGourty, and carried this 9th day of November, 2021 , by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

Supervisors McGourty, Mulheren, Haschak, Gjerde, and Williams 
None 

ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

WHEREUPON, the Chair declared said Resolution adopted and SO ORDERED. 

ATTEST: CARMEL J. ANGELO DAN GQ~ 
Clerk of the Board Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 

Deputy 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
CHRISTIAN M. CURTIS 
County Counsel 
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I hereby certify that according to the 
provisions of Government Code Section 
25103, delivery of this document has 
been made. 

BY: 

Deputy 

CARMEL J. ANGELO 
Clerk of the Board 


