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Agenda Title:

Discussion and Possible Direction Regarding Re-Opening Gualala Recycling Buy-Back Redemption Center on
Weekend Days (Sponsor: Supervisor Hamburg)

Recommended Action/Motion:
On July 1, 2017, CalRecycle will begin fining both Gualala supermarkets (Gualala Supermarket, Surf Market)

$100/day for not having a Recycling Buy-Back Center within three miles of downtown Gualala. County staff
has met with affected parties, and it is recommended that, as a temporary interim solution, estimated Buy-
Back weekend operating costs of $48,000 per year be shared equally ($12,000 each) between the following
four parties: Mendocino County, Solid Wastes of Willits, Surf Market, and Gualala Supermarket. The South
Coast Transfer Station is 4.4 miles from downtown Gualala; if the State will accept this alternate location,
annual operational costs for the Buy-Back Center would decrease to about $34,000, or $8,500 if split four
ways.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:

At their January 24, 2017, meeting, the Board of Supervisors approved an interim one-year agreement with
Solid Wastes of Willits (SWOW), which provided SWOW with additional revenue and cost saving measures
relating to provision of solid waste services, pursuant to five existing franchise and/or transfer station
agreements.
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This interim one-year agreement between the County and SWOW included a provision allowing temporary
closure of Recycling Buy-Back Redemption Centers in Boonville, Gualala, and Westport. The County retained
the right to direct SWOW to re-open these Recycling Buy-Back Redemption Centers in the future.

Summary of Request:
Closure of the Gualala Recycling Buy-Back Center had several unanticipated and undesirable consequences,

which were not known at the time the Board of Supervisors approved the one-year agreement with SWOW on
January 24, 2017. More specifically:

Closure of the Gualala Recycling Buy-Back Center led to Gualala supermarkets, the Gualala Supermarket and
Surf Market, receiving letters from State Agency CalRecycle. CalRecycle informed both markets of the legal
requirement to have a Recycling Buy-Back Redemption Center located within a 3-mile radius of downtown
Gualala.

Board approval of Recommended Actions will help resolve the issues created by closure in early 2017 of
Recycling Buy-Back Centers in Gualala. Staff will update the Board periodically regarding the status of solid
waste and Buy-Back recycling services in Gualala.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Provide direction to staff.

Supplemental Information Available Online at: N/A

Fiscal Impact:

Source of Funding: Gualala Buy-Back Budgeted in Current F/Y: No
Redemption Center: Mendocino County, Solid

Wastes of Willits, Surf Market, Gualala Market

Current F/Y Cost: N/A Annual Recurring Cost: $12,000
Supervisorial District: District 5 Vote Requirement: Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO
CEO Review: Yes
Comments:
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