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Meeting Date: January 23, 2024

Department Contact: Barb Chapman Phone: 707-367-8216
Department Contact: Mellisa Hannum Phone: 707-882-3114

Item Type: Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A
Agenda Title:

Ratification of Submission of Grant Application for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Community
Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program in the amount of $32,743 with Matching Library Capital Investment
Funds in the Amount of $26,790 for Needed Equipment and Supplies for the Coast Community Branch Library

Recommended Action/Motion:

Ratify submission of grant application for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Community Facilities
Direct Loan & Grant Program in the amount of $32,743 with matching library capital investment funds in the
amount of $26,790 for needed equipment and supplies for the Coast Community Branch Library.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
The Board approved submission of grant application for USDA Community Facilities Grant for the Laytonville
new branch library on March 1, 2022: item 3ad.

Summary of Request:

The USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program provides affordable funding to develop and
improve essential community facilities in rural areas. Coast Community branch in Point Arena needs updated
technology including: a new self-checkout computer, identifying tag conversion cart and check out circulation
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scanners, receipt printers, coin machine and public print PC, conference technology (laptop, camera,
microphone & speaker, and screen), a portable study pod, and a generator to continue to provide needed
services during power outages.

The Coast Community Branch serves Point Arena and residents and visitors in neighboring communities such
as Elk, Anchor Bay, Manchester, and Gualala. It provides free access to fast internet and is the only location
which has printing and copying available. The grant would provide for modernization of the process with a self-
service print system PC and coin machine. Other improvements include equipment needed to implement the
circulation system which is in use by most libraries today including our Sonoma County Library partner, as well
as new conference meeting room equipment, and a portable study or meeting space for one or two people.
With frequent power outages, the new generator would provide for continuity of services. The installation of the
generator would be paid for by the Friends of the Coast Community Branch Library and would use fuel from
the current HVAC’s propane tank.

The estimated expenses total $59,533. The USDA grant will cover 55% of the expenses or $32,753 and 45%
or $26,790 of the expenses will be paid by the Library Capital Investment fund. Programs such as this allow
the Library’s Capital Investment funds to contribute towards improvements for the branches which are not
owned by the County.

The USDA Community Facilities program provides for an Effective County Government by supplementing the
funding for the equipment. The generator will allow the library to provide residents with a community center for
information and services even during power outages contributing to a Safe and Healthy County. The Library is
requesting retroactive application submission approval and per Policy No. 25, the CEO authorized the
submission.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not approve and provide alternate direction.

Strategic Plan Priority Designation: A Safe and Healthy County
Supervisorial District: All

Vote Requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At:
<https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-

program=>

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: Grant ($32,753) and LB Fund BU 6110 for Capital Investments ($26,790)
current fly cost: N/A

budget clarification: Will budget if awarded.

annual recurring cost: N/A

budgeted in current fly (if no, please describe): N/A

revenue agreement: N/A

AGREEMENT/RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE APPROVED BY COUNTY COUNSEL: N/A
CEO Liaison: Darcie Antle, CEO

CEO Review: Yes
CEO Comments:
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Executed By: Atlas Pearson, Senior Deputy Clerk Final Status: Approved
Date: January 25, 2024
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