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Board of Supervisors11/12/2019 1

To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Supervisor Williams

Meeting Date: November 12, 2019

Department Contact: Ted Williams Phone: 463-4221

Item Type:   Regular Agenda Time Allocated for Item: 30 mins

Agenda Title:
Discussion and Possible Action Including Direction to Staff to Develop a Cannabis Cultivation Amnesty
Transition Pathway
(Sponsor: Supervisor Williams)

Recommended Action/Motion:
Direct staff to formulate a cannabis cultivation amnesty program along a path of least resistance and
realistically sufficient to transition all commercial cannabis cultivation from black market to legal market,
requesting assistance from the State where necessary. Further, directing staff to return to the Board of
Supervisors with the draft program, including necessary variances from the State to reach collective goal of
fully compliant cultivation.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None.
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File #: 19-1058, Version: 1

Summary of Request:
Onerous regulation by the State has impeded the ability of our cannabis cultivators to come into compliance
with the emerging legal market. This has left cultivators in fear, county services starved for revenue promised
by legalization and the environment without protection. More than 90% of present cultivation might be
outside the permit framework and without a clean slate amnesty approach, this trajectory will not change.
State regulation was an abrupt change for our legacy cultivators. Systems do not respond well to abrupt
changes. An amnesty program offering ample years to come into compliance will allow cultivators to remain in
business while gradually transitioning. State assistance will be necessary to permit first and address
compliance issues in reasonable time. It is requested that staff be directed to formulate a cannabis cultivation
amnesty program including any necessary variances from the State, and return to the Board of Supervisors for
final approval of the program.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not direct staff to develop cannabis cultivation amnesty program.

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At: N/A

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: N/A (direction to staff will include a
cost analysis associated with an amnesty program)

budgeted in current f/y: N/A

current f/y cost: N/A if no, please describe:

annual recurring cost: N/A revenue agreement: N/A

 budget clarification: N/A

 Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Executive Office

CEO Review: Yes

CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY
Executed By: Lindsey Dunham, Deputy Clerk I Final Status:Direction Given to Staff

Date: November 15, 2019
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