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Board of Supervisors6/10/2020 1

To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Health and Human Services Agency

Meeting Date: June 10, 2020

Department Contact: Tammy Moss Chandler Phone: 463-7774

Department Contact: Jenine Miller Phone: 472-2341

Item Type:   Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A

Agenda Title:
Ratification of Submission of Grant Application for the Mental Health Student Services Act Grant; and
Authorization for the Director of Health and Human Services Agency, Behavioral Health and Recovery
Services, to Sign the Resulting Revenue Agreement Awarded by California’s Mental Health Services Oversight
and Accountability Commission in the Amount of $2.5 Million, Effective Fiscal Years 2020-21 Through 2023-
24

Recommended Action/Motion:
Ratify submission of grant application for the Mental Health Student Services Act Grant; authorize the
Director of Health and Human Services Agency, Behavioral Health and Recovery Services, to sign the resulting
Revenue Agreement awarded by California’s Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission
in the amount of $2.5 Million, effective fiscal years 2020-21 through 2023-24; and authorize the Health and
Human Services Agency Director or designee to sign any amendments to the agreement that do not increase
the maximum amount.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
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N/A

Summary of Request:
The Health and Human Services Agency, Behavioral Health and Recovery Services (BHRS) requests
ratification of submission of the Mental Health Student Services Act (MHSSA) grant application, approval of
the proposed plan for MHSSA funds, and authorization for the BHRS Director to accept the grant award for
Fiscal Years 2020-21 through 2023-24.

The Mental Health Student Services Act was released in December of 2019. The MHSSA grant proposal
outlines the direction and services to be provided through the Mendocino County MHSSA coalition of schools,
the Mendocino County Office of Education (MCOE), and the County to provide mental health services directly
to students in a school setting. The Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission
(MHSOAC) called for grant proposals on December 12, 2019. Mendocino County BHRS collaborated with local
mental health providers, schools, school districts, and the MCOE to create a proposed plan that outlines
utilization of MHSSA funds for the benefit of students in Mendocino County, in particular to address suicide
risk, dropout prevention, and connection to needed mental health services. BHRS expressed Intent to Apply on
January 17, 2020, and submitted its application on February 28, 2020. The application notification process
was extended because of COVID-19 impacts and response. On May 15, 2020, the MHSOAC notified
Mendocino County of intent to award grant funds in the amount of $2.5 million over the four year grant
period. This notification included a brief turnaround timeline for returning the agreement.

The grant proposal for Mendocino County emphasizes building supports and structures from existing service
agreements in order to be sustainable beyond the grant period (4 years). A needs assessment provided by local
school districts indicated that connecting families to services is one of the biggest needs in Mendocino County.
As such, the schools and districts recommended the bulk of funds be utilized to provide clinicians/case
managers to address whole family issues as early as possible. These services are to be provided in a school
setting to prevent and reduce the impact of multigenerational mental health challenges as well as to provide
families with support and connections to services for the whole family, and not just the student currently in
need. The hope in offering care and referrals for the whole family is to prevent the issues and concerns of one
family member from disrupting the mental health of students within that family. Additionally, the MHSSA
proposal outlines programing designed to bring peer counseling to schools and Mental Health First Aid.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Return to staff for alternative handling.

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At:
HTTPS://MHSOAC.CA.GOV/WHAT-WE-DO/REQUEST-PROPOSAL/MHSSA-RFA

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: MHSSA Grant budgeted in current f/y: N/A

current f/y cost: $0 if no, please describe:

annual recurring cost: Approximately $579,960 (20-
21), $602,369 (21-22), $654,830 (22-23), $662,841 (23-
24)

revenue agreement: No

 budget clarification: N/A

 Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Darcie Antle, Deputy CEO

CEO Review: Yes
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CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY
Executed By: Lindsey Dunham, Deputy Clerk I Final Status:Approved

Date: June 15, 2020
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