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To: Board of Supervisors
From: Supervisor McCowen

Meeting Date: January 10, 2017

Department Contact: John McCowen Phone: 463-4441
Item Type: Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A
Agenda Title:

Approval of Transmittal of Letter to Caltrans Requesting Additional Signage in Willits Alerting Travelers to
Services and Attractions within the City of Willits (Sponsor: Supervisor McCowen)

Recommended Action/Motion:

Approve transmittal of letter to Caltrans requesting additional signage in Willits alerting travelers to services
and attractions within the City of Willits; and authorize Chair to sign same.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:

None

Summary of Request:
The City of Willits offers many important services to travelers on Highway 101, including fuel, food, lodging,

shops, as well as attractions like the County Museum, Skunk Train, Roots of Motive Power, parks and more.
Current signage regarding the existence of and services offered in Willits is inadequate and with the opening of
the 101 Bypass, even with adequate signage, there will be adverse impacts on many businesses in Willits as well
as a reduction in City revenues. In September 2016, the Willits City Counsel requested that Caltrans
immediately order and have installed at least one additional sign along northbound 101, approximately two
miles south of the Willits exit, saying "Willits, two miles: gas, food, lodging, hospital, or similar wording. The
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City of Willits indicates that Caltrans has installed some signage since the resolution was passed and Caltrans
continues to work with staff to find additional opportunities to establish beneficial signage. Willits City
officials have indicated they would appreciate a letter to Caltrans from the County to assist the City in securing
proper signage.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not approve letter and/or provide further direction.

Supplemental Information Available Online at: N/A

Fiscal Impact:

Source of Funding: N/A Budgeted in Current F/Y: N/A
Current F/Y Cost: N/A Annual Recurring Cost: N/A
Supervisorial District: District 3 Vote Requirement: Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO
CEO Review: Yes
Comments:
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