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Board of Supervisors1/24/2017 1

To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Board of Supervisors

Meeting Date: January 24, 2017

Department Contact: Carre Brown Phone: 463-4441

Item Type:   Regular Agenda Time Allocated for Item: 10 min.

Agenda Title:
Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Approval of Mendocino County Inland Water and Power
Commission’s Request to Fund a Proposed Study of the Hydrology of the Upper Main Eel River and its
Relationship to the Operation of the Potter Valley Project and Contribution to the Water Supply of Lake
Mendocino (Sponsor:  Supervisor Brown)

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve the Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission’s request for the County of Mendocino
to participate in the joint funding of a proposed study of the hydrology of the Upper Main Eel River and its
relationship to the operation of the Potter Valley Project and contribution to the water supply of Lake
Mendocino.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
The County of Mendocino has been a member of the Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission
(MCIWPC) since its inception in 1996. The County of Mendocino has participated in the joint funding of
several projects and studies over the last 20 years including the US Corp of Engineers Feasibility Study of
Raising Coyote Valley Dam and the participation of the last relicensing of the Potter Valley Project.
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File #: 17-0041, Version: 1

Summary of Request:
The Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission has voted to fund a proposed study of the
hydrology of the Upper Main Eel River and its relationship to the operation of the Potter Valley Project and
contribution to the water supply of Lake Mendocino by Sam Sandoval, PhD., Professor, University of
California, Davis. Total amount requested from MCIWPC as a sponsor is $52,000. The proposal from the
Commission on 1/12/17 is to use $30,000 from existing MCIWPC funds and the 5 member agencies contribute
$4,400 each.

Attached is the request letter from MCIWPC Chair Janet Pauli along with further clarification on the need for
the study and the proposal from UC, Davis.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not approve funding.

Supplemental Information Available Online at: n/a

Fiscal Impact:

Source of Funding: BU 0326 862239 & 862189 Budgeted in Current F/Y: No

Current F/Y Cost: $4,400 Annual Recurring Cost: n/a

Supervisorial District:  1st, 2nd & 5th Vote Requirement:  Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO

CEO Review: Yes

Comments:
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