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To: Board of Supervisors
From: Executive Office

Meeting Date: January 22, 2019

Department Contact: Carmel J. Angelo Phone: 463-4441
Department Contact: Sarah Dukett Phone: 463-4441

Item Type: Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A
Agenda Title:

Adoption of Resolution to Support the Establishment of a Statewide Commission on Recycling Markets

Recommended Action/Motion:

Adopt Resolution to support the establishment of a statewide commission on recycling markets; and authorize
Chair to sign same

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:

None.

Summary of Request:
Local governments are partners with the state in meeting our recycling and waste diversion goals. Under the

Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989, cities and counties are required to divert 50 percent of all solid
waste out of the landfill by January 1, 2000 through source reduction, recycling, and composting activities. AB
341 (Chapter 476, Statutes of 2011) also established a statewide goal that not less than 75 percent of solid waste
generated be source reduced, recycled, or composted by the year 2020.

California has been largely successful in achieving and making progress towards these goals and others over
recent years. However, recent changes in China’s trade import policies have significantly disrupted California’s
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recycling industry by restricting foreign imports of recyclable materials and requiring reduced contamination
levels in recycling streams. These changes are collectively referred to as “National Sword” and will ultimately
close off Chinese and Asian markets to California’s scrap imports completely by 2020. These markets have
served as the foundation for California’s recycling system as the export of recyclable materials is a key
component of California’s recycling infrastructure.

Significant market disruptions for recyclable materials have a direct impact on California’s local governments
and our ability to meet state-mandated recycling goals. Since the change in China’s policy, materials are piling
up in local waste facilities across state with no place to go. This has caused slowdowns in waste processing of
other materials, significant public health risks, and an increase in the likelihood of state fines and penalties.

In addition to this challenge, local governments across California will soon have to comply with new state
regulations for organic waste processing and diversion. SB 1383 (Chapters 395, 2016) establishes targets to
achieve a 50 percent reduction in the level of the statewide disposal of organic waste from the 2014 level by
2020 and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. Infrastructure required to implement these regulations is expected
to cost billions. As a result, local government resource recovery and waste management operations are facing
several significant infrastructure challenges over the next several years.

In order to more fully address this issue, CSAC urges Board of Supervisors to adopt the attached resolution
that supports the creation of statewide Commission to address these significant challenges to our recycling
markets. The resolution also includes support for including representatives from local governments on the
Commission who would have the task of making recommendations for the solutions to our declining markets
for recyclable materials. CSAC has sent a letter to the Governor making this request, and resolutions
supporting this issue will help support their request and bring attention to this critical issue. The Resolution is
in compliance with the Environment and Public Health section of the 2018 Legislative Platform and draft 2019
Legislative Platform.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not adopt Resolution and provide alternative direction to staff.

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority
Supplemental Information Available Online At: N/A

Fiscal Detalils:

source of funding: N/A budgeted in current f/y: N/A
current f/y cost: N/A if no, please describe: N/A
annual recurring cost: N/A revenue agreement: N/A

budget clarification: N/A

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: Yes

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO
CEO Review: Yes
CEO Comments:
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Executed By: Meribeth Dermond, Deputy Final Status:Adopted

Clerk II

Date: January 23, 2019 Executed Item Number: Resolution Item Number: 19-014

Note to Department Number of Original
Agreements Returned to Dept: Choose an
item. Original Agreement Delivered to
Auditor? Choose an item.
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