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Board of Supervisors7/16/2019 1

To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Executive Office

Meeting Date: July 16, 2019

Department Contact: Carmel J. Angelo Phone: 463-4441

Department Contact: Nash Gonzalez Phone: 463-4441

Department Contact: Darcie Antle Phone: 463-4441

Item Type:   Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A

Agenda Title:
Approval of Agreement 5GG18110 with CAL FIRE for the West Hills Ukiah Fuels and Fire Break Project, in the
Amount of $1,652,200, Effective When Agreement Becomes Fully Executed Through March 15, 2022; and
Adoption of Resolution Authorizing Execution of Agreement and Authorizing the Chief Executive Officer to
Sign Any Amendments Thereto

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve Agreement 5GG18110 with CAL FIRE for the West Hills Ukiah Fuels and Fire Break Project, in the
amount of $1,652,200, effective when Agreement becomes fully executed through March 15, 2022; adopt
Resolution authorizing execution of Agreement, and authorizing the Chief Executive Officer to sign any
amendments thereto; and authorize Chair to sign same.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None
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Summary of Request:
The project is a multi-jurisdictional effort to reduce wildfire risk to 12,921 habitable structures, essential
services, and critical communication infrastructure within the City of Ukiah and the unincorporated
neighborhoods in the Ukiah Valley. Ukiah is the County seat and contains the densest population center in
Mendocino County. It is the center for government services and regulatory function and contains the County’s
largest medical center as well as extensive retail development. Ukiah has a high density of homes and
structures that are located adjacent to steep, undeveloped wildlands that are identified as a Very High Fire
Hazard Zone. The western hills of Ukiah contain hundreds of homes scattered among heavy fuel loads. These
Wildland -Urban Interface (WUI) areas are contiguous with urban neighborhoods which increases the risk of
wildfire spread to homes and infrastructure throughout the Ukiah Valley.

To reduce wildfire risk and aid in fire suppression activities, the project will construct a 5.6-mile shaded fuel
break along the west side of the Ukiah Valley, a 4.2-mile fire break extension on the ridgelines above Ukiah
and will reduce fuel loads along 6.6 miles of public and private roads in the State Responsibility Area (SRA) to
improve ingress and egress capabilities. In addition, the project will offer curbside chipping service for up to
200 homes in the WUI to encourage defensible space clearing. Collectively, the project will treat an estimated
285 acres of hazardous fuel load and will improve ingress and safety for fire fighters as well as improve
evacuation routes for residents. The County of Mendocino will carry out the project in partnership with the
Mendocino County Fire Safe Council (MCFSC), the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District
(MCRCD), the City of Ukiah, the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority, the CAL FIRE Mendocino Unit, and multiple
neighborhood-level fire-safe councils.

The resolution authorizes the County to enter agreement with CAL FIRE for the West Hills Ukiah Fuels and
Fire Break Project, authorizes the Chair to sign the agreement, and authorizes the Chief Executive Officer to
sign any future amendments.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Return to staff for alternative handling

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At:

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: CAL FIRE grant fund to DR-2910 budgeted in current f/y: Yes

current f/y cost: No cost to the County if no, please describe:

annual recurring cost: No cost to the County revenue agreement: Yes

budget clarification: The County of Mendocino Disaster Recovery Division applied for and received a grant
from CAL FIRE. This is a revenue grant that will be fiscally managed by the Recovery Unit. The project
will be managed by Mendocino County Resource Conservation District and Mendocino County Fire Safe
Council.

 Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: Yes

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO

CEO Review: Yes

CEO Comments:
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FOR COB USE ONLY
Executed By: Lindsey Dunham, Deputy Clerk I Final Status:Approved

Date: July 17, 2019 Executed Item Number: Interim Agreement
Number: *19-184 AND Resolution Number 19
-208

Note to Department Number of Original Agreements
Returned to Dept: 4 Original Agreement Delivered to Auditor?
No
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