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To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Supervisor Haschak

Meeting Date: April 20, 2021

Department Contact: John Haschak Phone: 463-4221

Department Contact: Steve Dunnicliff Phone: 463-4441

Item Type:   Regular Agenda Time Allocated for Item: 15 min

Agenda Title:
Discussion and Possible Action Including Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Round
Valley Indian Tribes (RVIT) Creating a Partnership Framework for Continued Cleanup Efforts in Round
Valley, to be Funded with a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Award if Approved by the State
Department of Housing & Community Development (HCD)
(Sponsor: Supervisor Haschak)

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve MOU with Round Valley Indian Tribes creating a partnership framework for continued cleanup
efforts in Round Valley, to be funded with a CDBG award if approved by HCD; authorize Chair to sign same.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None directly related to this item.

Summary of Request:
The floor of Round Valley contains a checkerboard of jurisdictional responsibility, with lands of the County’s
jurisdiction mixed throughout lands of the Round Valley Indian Tribes’ jurisdiction. Blight in many forms has
become visible throughout the valley, including roadside litter, illegal dump sites, junk vehicles, and burn
debris. The community is leading a focused effort to clean up, and organized volunteer efforts have been
documented in at least two recent news articles.

The jurisdictional patchwork ensures that the Tribes and the County working together will be able to benefit
the entire community of Round Valley in ways that neither entity could accomplish alone. This non-binding
MOU is intended to provide the framework for that partnership, and ultimately grant funding, for a more
comprehensive collaborative effort.

With an MOU in place between the County and Tribes, HCD will consider a multi-point application for funding
that is intended to provide ongoing solutions while addressing the existing symptoms of blight. The Round
Valley Indian Tribes would be joined in the grant-funded effort by the Mendocino Solid Waste Management
Authority (MSWMA, Mendo Recycle) and Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (RCD). If grant
funds are received, the County and the Tribes would enter into an agreement to formalize the language of the
MOU and implement this approach, intended to include:

1. Funding for the RCD to develop signs and a social media campaign in cooperation with RVIT re:
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1. Funding for the RCD to develop signs and a social media campaign in cooperation with RVIT re:
environmental impacts of litter.

2. Funding for Mendo Recycle to offer additional tire amnesty and household hazardous waste collection
events in Round Valley.

3. Funding for the RCD to hire California Conservation Corps (CCC) in support of community cleanup
events.

4. Funding for the RVIT to remove up to 400 junk vehicles on Tribal lands.
5. Funding for Mendo Recycle to remove up to 150 vehicles on County lands.
6. Funding to purchase a large truck trailer (“possum belly”) so RVIT has independent capacity to

store/haul solid waste or recyclables from special projects.
7. Funding for Mendo Recycle to clean at least two illegal dump sites.
8. Funding for Mendo Recycle to hire two part time employees for two years to continue cleaning illegal

dump sites.
9. Funding for Planning & Building Services to hire a .5 FTE (full time equivalent) Code Enforcement

Officer (extra help or regular employee, depending on future staffing plans for the department) to
support this effort.

10. Funding for two Mendo Recycle employees and two RVIT employees or members to receive
“HAZWOPER” Specialist certificate so they are properly trained to handle hazardous materials.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Provide direction to staff.

Supervisorial District: District 3

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At:
<https://www.willitsnews.com/2021/04/01/community-comes-together-to-cleanup-covelo/>

<https://kymkemp.com/2021/03/08/taking-our-valley-back-round-valley-residents-band-together-to-clean-
up-roadways/>

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: N/A budgeted in current f/y: N/A

current f/y cost: N/A if no, please describe:

annual recurring cost: N/A revenue agreement: N/A

 budget clarification: There are no costs associated with this MOU unless grant funding is received for
implementation.

 Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: Yes

CEO Liaison: Executive Office

CEO Review: Yes

CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY

Executed By: Atlas Pearson, Deputy Clerk I Final Status:Approved

Date: April 22, 2021 Executed Item Type: Agreement   Number: 21-
070

Note to Department Number of Original Agreements
Returned to Dept: 0 Original Agreement Delivered to
Auditor? No
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