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To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Sheriff-Coroner

Meeting Date: January 24, 2017

Department Contact: Thomas D. Allman Phone: 463-4085

Item Type:   Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A

Agenda Title:
Approval of Purchase of Search and Rescue Snow Tractor Vehicle and Trailer for an Amount of up to $45,000;
Add the Equipment to the County’s List of Fixed Assets; and Approve the Necessary Budget Transfer from
Budget Unit 1100, Line Item 770025; Budget Unit 1100, Line Item 770052; Budget Unit 2310, Line Item
823310 to Budget Unit 2310, Line Item 864370

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve the purchase of a Rescue Snow Tractor Vehicle and Trailer in an amount of up to $45,000; add the
vehicle and trailer to the County’s list of fixed assets; and further, approve the necessary budget transfer from
Budget Unit 1100, Line Item 770025; Budget Unit 1100, Line Item 770052; Budget Unit 2310, Line Item
823310 to Budget Unit 2310, Line Item 864370.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None.

Summary of Request:
Recently, as documented in the January 5, 2017 edition of the Ukiah Daily Journal page 12 (article attached),
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) was called out by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office to rescue
three citizens stuck in snow on US Forest Route M-1 north of Hull Mountain in Mendocino County. The
weather and snowfall made it necessary to borrow a snow tractor vehicle from the Lake County Cal Fire
Division in order to reach the stranded motorists and bring them to safety. Unfortunately the vehicle broke
down during the rescue causing the MCSO staff to perform the last mile of rescue on foot. Fortunately the
vehicle was repaired on site by staff and all were able to be safely taken from the snow covered mountain. The
incident demonstrates the need to have reliable equipment within our county for the safety of the public. A
used snow tractor has been located to purchase (attachments included). Pursuant to public bidding
requirements, the MCSO has worked with the County Purchasing Agent to request bids for similar equipment.
Bids will be received by January 20th and will be provided to the Board and public prior to the Board meeting
on January 24th. MCSO has funds available. This equipment would assure a more timely response for rescue
operations in our rural county and would also allow for safe and easy access during winter snow accumulations
to our remote higher elevation mountain top microwave repeater towers for necessary maintenance and
repairs by MCSO staff. The funding for the purchase of the vehicle would come from Off-Highway License
Fees, Forest Service Funds and Asset Seizure Funds.
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Alternative Action/Motion:
Return to staff for alternate handling.

Supplemental Information Available Online at: N/A

Fiscal Impact:

Source of Funding: Off Highway Fees, Forest
Service Funds, Asset Seizure funds

Budgeted in Current F/Y: No

 Current F/Y Cost: $40,000  Annual Recurring Cost: N/A

Supervisorial District:  All Vote Requirement:  Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Alan D. Flora, Assistant CEO

CEO Review: Yes

Comments:
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