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To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Sheriff-Coroner

Meeting Date: March 21, 2017

Department Contact: Thomas D. Allman Phone: 463-4085

Item Type:   Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A

Agenda Title:
Approval of Exemption to the Mendocino County Sheriff-Coroner Office from Mendocino County Code 6.0
“Business Licenses and Regulations” and Ordinance No. 4200, Which Requires All Persons Who are
Transacting and Carrying on Business in the Unincorporated Territory of Mendocino County to Obtain a
Mendocino County Business License

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve exemption to the Mendocino County Sheriff-Coroner office from Mendocino County Code 6.0
“Business Licenses and Regulations” and Ordinance No. 4200 which requires all persons who are transacting
and carrying on business in the unincorporated territory of Mendocino County to obtain a Mendocino County
Business License.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None

Summary of Request:
In August of 2016, County Departments/Offices received an email from the Mendocino County Executive
Office which served as an immediate notice that County Departments/Offices will implement procedures that
comply with the Mendocino County Code 6.0 and Ordinance 4200 to “ensure that any person or business you
are engaging with on behalf of the County (i.e. contracts, permits, etc.) possess a valid County of Mendocino
business license prior to transacting any said business.” The Sheriff-Coroner Office has strived to comply with
this request, however, it has been found to be a barrier for many contractors providing services to the Inmate
Services programs and for large multi-national companies the Office contracts with for law enforcement
purposes. In fact, a recent vital public safety service has been lost due to the fact the multi-national company
will not comply with the Mendocino County Ordinance. This company indicated that in their experience, no
other county in the nation has such a requirement. Other businesses, which are located within the
incorporated cities within the County and hold all applicable business licenses for those cities are not
enthusiastic with purchasing yet another business license as it is seen as unnecessary.

In order to continue with standard services and contracts that are necessary in the day to day operations of the
Sheriff-Coroner’s Office, it is requested that an exemption be granted to the Mendocino County Sheriff-
Coroner’s Office for Mendocino County Code 6.0, Ordinance No. 4200. Further, Ordinance No. 4200 creates
mandates that are not in keeping with the current day global business environment nor does it allow the
Sheriff-Coroner’s Office to conduct business effectively. In a recent check of other California counties, none
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were found to require a business license in order to contract for services.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Return to staff for alternative handling.

Supplemental Information Available Online at:
<https://www.municode.com/library/ca/mendocino_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?

Fiscal Impact:

Source of Funding: N/A Budgeted in Current F/Y: N/A

Current F/Y Cost: N/A Annual Recurring Cost: N/A

Supervisorial District:  All Vote Requirement:  Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Janelle Rau, Deputy CEO

CEO Review: Yes

Comments:
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