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To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Executive Office

Meeting Date: February 25, 2020

Department Contact: Sarah Dukett Phone: 463-4441

Item Type:   Regular Agenda Time Allocated for Item: 30 min

Agenda Title:
Discussion and Possible Action Including Approval of the Mendocino County Cannabis Equity Assessment;
Adoption of Resolution Establishing the Mendocino County Local Equity Program and Local Equity Program
Manual; Authorization for the County Chief Executive Officer or Designee to Submit a Grant Application to the
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development for Purposes of Funding the Mendocino County
Local Equity Program; and Allocation of One-Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) of Cannabis Business
Tax in Fiscal Year 2020-21 as a Grant Match Upon Grant Award
(Sponsor: Executive Office)

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve the Mendocino County Cannabis Equity Assessment; Adopt Resolution establishing the Mendocino
County Local Equity Program and Program Manual and authorize Chair to sign same; authorize the Chief
Executive Officer or designee to submit a grant application to the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic
Development for purposes of funding the Mendocino County Local Equity Program; and allocate one-hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000) of Cannabis Business Tax in FY 2020-21 as a Grant Match Upon Grant Award.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
On November 12, 2019, the Board directed staff to develop an equity program application (Agenda Item 6c).
On February 4, 2020 the Board directed staff to utilize the California Center for Rural Policy at Humboldt
State University to complete Cannabis Equity Assessment; draft Resolution establishing Cannabis Equity
Program contingent upon State funding; submit a Cannabis Equity Application; and return to the Board of
Supervisors for approval and adoption on February 25, 2020.

Summary of Request:
A total of $30 million is available for fiscal year 2019-20 through the cannabis equity grants program for local
jurisdictions administered by the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development. The Board
directed staff on February 4, 2020, to utilize Humboldt State University to complete a local equity assessment
and develop a local equity program and to return to the Board on February 25 for Board adoption.

The California Rural Policy Center at Humboldt State University completed the assessment and program and
will present to the Board of Supervisors the results. Staff Recommends the Board of Supervisors approve the
assessment, adopt a resolution establishing the local equity program and authorize the Chief Executive Officer
or designee to submit a grant application to the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development for
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or designee to submit a grant application to the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development for
purposes of funding the Mendocino County Local Equity Program.

The Local Equity Assessment, Resolution and Local Equity Program Manual are attached for Board review.

Based on the recommendations of the Equity Assessment the Board should consider reinvesting a portion of
Cannabis Business Tax towards the equity program. The reinvestment will make Mendocino County more
competitive in the grant funding process with Go Biz and demonstrate the County in proactively addressing
equity issues in the community.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Do not adopt resolution and provide alternative direction to staff.

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At: N/A

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: State Grant budgeted in current f/y: N/A

current f/y cost: N/A if no, please describe:

annual recurring cost: $100,000 revenue agreement: N/A

 budget clarification:  Grant match of $100,000 for FY 2020-2021 from the Cannabis Business Tax Revenue.

 Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: Yes

CEO Liaison: Executive Office

CEO Review: Yes

CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY

Executed By: Lindsey Dunham, Deputy Clerk I Final Status:Adopted

Date: February 27, 2020 Executed Item: Resolution   Number: 20-020
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