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To: Board of Supervisors
From: County Counsel

Meeting Date: January 8, 2019

Department Contact: Katharine L. Elliott Phone: 234-6885
Item Type: Regular Agenda Time Allocated for Item: 10 Mins
Agenda Title:

Discussion and Possible Action Including Approval for County Counsel to Provide Legal Services to the Mental
Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee
(Sponsor: Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee and County Counsel)

Recommended Action/Motion:

Authorize County Counsel to provide legal services to the Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight
Committee.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:

None

Summary of Request:
The Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee (“Committee”) meets one time per month for

approximately two hours per meeting. Currently County Counsel does not attend the meetings. The Committee
previously requested an opinion from County Counsel regarding their ability to approve funds for a design or
construction project and that was provided to them. On December 5, 2018, the Clerk of the Committee sent
another request for a ‘legal opinion regarding Measure B funds being used for remodeling of the Ukiah
Adventist Hospital vacant ER/ICU for a Psychiatric Facility’.

Due to that request, on December 19, 2018, County Counsel attended the Committee meeting and stated that it
would be necessary to seek Board of Supervisors approval for County Counsel to regularly attend the
Committee meetings and to render legal opinions to the Committee since the Committee is an advisory
committee and the Board has to approve the expenditure of funds. It was requested by the Committee that
County Counsel seek that approval from the Board of Supervisors.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Return to staff for alternate direction or authorize Committee to hire outside counsel.

Supplemental Information Available Online at: N/A

Fiscal Impact:
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Source of Funding: Measure B Tax Funds Budgeted in Current F/Y: No
Current F/Y Cost: Unknown Annual Recurring Cost: Unknown
Supervisorial District: All Vote Requirement: Majority

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Carmel J. Angelo, CEO
CEO Review: Yes
CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY

Executed By: Meribeth Dermond, Deputy Clerk IT Final Status:Approved
Date: January 11, 2019
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