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To:  Board of Supervisors

From: Sheriff-Coroner

Meeting Date: May 9, 2023

Department Contact: Matthew Kendall Phone: 707-463-4085

Department Contact: Megan Miltimore Phone: 707-468-3451

Item Type:   Consent Agenda Time Allocated for Item: N/A

Agenda Title:
Approval of Purchase of Three Hydraulic Lift Power Gurneys for the Mendocino County Sheriff-Coroner’s
Office in the Amount of $49,585.10; and Addition of Equipment to the County’s List of Fixed Assets

Recommended Action/Motion:
Approve purchase of three hydraulic lift power gurneys for the Mendocino County Sheriff-Coroner’s Office in
the amount of $49,585.10; and add equipment to the County’s list of fixed assets.

Previous Board/Board Committee Actions:
None.

Summary of Request:
The Mendocino County Sheriff-Coroner’s Office responds to investigations involving deaths which are
reportable per State Statute through the Coroner’s Division. Duties of the Coroner include the removal of
decedents and transportation to the appropriate facilities for pathology to be performed in order to determine
a cause and manner of death.

Many times deaths of individuals occur in locations that include cramped spaces, rural areas and locations
which are not conducive to allowing several responders to assist with lifting and removing the decedent. The
reduction of personnel numbers, including first responders such as Fire and EMS providers, are also causing
fewer numbers of personnel to assist with the removal of a decedent.

For the aforementioned reasons, injuries to Sheriff’s Deputy-Coroners and first responders directly related to
lifting, moving and manipulation of decedents are becoming more frequent. The hydraulic lift power gurneys
will alleviate many of the injuries previously suffered therefore reducing injury to personnel. Funds for this
purchase are available directly through Risk Management’s insurance reimbursable safety/worker’s
compensation prevention program. This will not impact the County’s insurance premiums in any way and is
designed as a loss prevention benefit. The Sheriff-Coroner’s Office is requesting approval to purchase the
hydraulic lift power gurneys from Ferno and add the equipment to the County’s list of fixed assets.

Alternative Action/Motion:
Provide alternate direction to staff.
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Does This Item Support the General Plan? N/A

Strategic Plan Priority Designation: A Safe and Healthy County

Supervisorial District: All

vote requirement: Majority

Supplemental Information Available Online At: N/A

Fiscal Details:

source of funding: Insurance/Loss Prevention budgeted in current f/y: No

current f/y cost: $49,585.10 if no, please describe: Zero net/fully
reimbursable through Insurance

annual recurring cost: N/A revenue agreement: No

 budget clarification: Insurance funds will be used. The Sheriff’s Office will be assigned fixed assets only.

Agreement/Resolution/Ordinance Approved by County Counsel: N/A

CEO Liaison: Executive Office

CEO Review: Yes

CEO Comments:

FOR COB USE ONLY

Executed By: Atlas Pearson, Senior Deputy Clerk Final Status: Approved

Date: May 9, 2023
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