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STD Program Management 

Awarded By 

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, hereinafter "Department" 

TO 

County of Mendocino, hereinafter "Grantee" 

"Disease Intervention Specialist (DIS) Workforce Development," hereinafter 

"Project" 

GRANT AGREEMENT NUMBER 25-10604 

The Department awards this Grant, and the Grantee accepts and agrees to use the 
Grant funds as follows: 

AUTHORITY: The Department has authority to grant funds for the Project under Health 
and Safety Code, Section 131085(a). 

PURPOSE: The Department shall award this Grant Agreement to and for the benefit of 
the Grantee; the purpose of the Disease Intervention Specialist (DIS) Workforce 
Development grant is to develop, expand, train, and sustain the disease investigation 
and intervention workforce and address jurisdictional prevention and response needs 
for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), sexually transmitted infections (STls), hepatitis 
C virus (HCV), and mpox. The funding is intended to scale prevention, increase 
capacity to conduct disease investigation, ensure appropriate treatment, link 
people to care and ongoing case management, monitor disease trends and 
rapidly respond to changes in disease trends and outbreaks of STls, HIV, HCV, 
and mpox. 

STI prevention is HIV prevention. People with STls are at an increase risk for acquiring 
and transmitting HIV. CDC states in the STI Treatment Guidelines that "diagnosis of an 
STI is a biomarker for HIV acquisition, especially among persons with primary or 
secondary syphilis or, among MSM individuals with rectal gonorrhea or chlamydia." 
Data shows men who have sex with men (MSM) diagnosed with rectal gonorrhea and 
early syphilis were at the greatest risk of being diagnosed with HIV infection post-STI 
diagnosis and that these individuals should be prioritized for more intensive prevention 
interventions, including PrEP (Katz et al, 2016). Hence, identifying, treating and 
preventing STls has a clear link to preventing HIV infection. 
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