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May 4, 2026

The Honorable Chair Buffy Wicks
1021 O Street, Suite 6330
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1618 (Rogers) Food Insecurity Survey— SUPPORT
Dear Assemblymember Wicks,

On behalf of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors, I am writing to express the County of
Mendocino’s support for AB 1618 (Rogers) which establishes a state-administered food hunger survey
under the Department of Social Services to better assess food insecurity across California. This
legislation is meant to offset the USDA’s discontinuation of the Household Food Security Survey which
was widely used to understand the impact of food insecurity across America.

This measure seeks to provide critical data to food banks and non-profits that help support their local
communities who are in critical need of food and other basic needs services. Unfortunately, without
adequate and consistent surveying to understand the needs of each community, organizations will have
alimited understanding of local need or how allocate resources effectively to ensure families are not left
behind. This bill helps support rural and low-income families who rely on food banks and food
distributions to meet basic nutritional needs.

AB 1618 will give us the data to continue our work by ensuring that communities are counted, needs are
identified, and services are delivered where they are most needed.

For the above reasons, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors support AB 1618 (Rogers).

Sincerely,

-
e

Bernie Norvell, Chair

Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

CC:  The Honorable Mike McGuire, Member of the California State Senate
The Honorable Chris Rogers, California State Assembly, 2nd District
California State Association of Counties (CSAC)

Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC)
Members, Assembly Appropriations Committee
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