Hydrologic Conditions & Water Supply Outlook

Jeanine Jones, California Department of Water Resources



Precipitation Statistics (period of record: 1981-current)
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Percent of Average Precipitation (%)
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Statewide Snowpack Chart as of 05/03/2026
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Statewide Snow Water Equivalent (Inch)



Snow Water Equivalent (in.)
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Upper Colorado Region Show Water Equiv.

Current as of 05/04/2026:
% of Median - 23%
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Reservoir Storage % of Average - 05/03/2026
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Water Project Allocations

* SWP: 30%
* CVP
* North of Delta: 100% Ag & M&il
* South of Delta: 20% Ag, 70% M&l
* Eastside: 0%
* Friant Class 1: 100%



Groundwater Level Percentile - 05/03/2026

Groundwater Level
Percentile

e High

@ >90th (Much Above Normal)
© 76-90th (Above Normal)

© 50-75th (Normal)

@ 25-49th (Normal)

@ 10-24th (Below Normal)

@ <10th (Much Below Normal)
e Low




Groundwater Level Change

1-Year Change (2.2k wells) 10-Year Change (1.7k wells)
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Groundwater Administrative
Updates

* Proposed AB 2026 would amend existing statute
for flood recharge diversions (Water Code Sec.

1242.1, enacted 2023). (499 AF diverted in WY 2025,
98 AF in WY 2026).)

* In February SWRCB issued 9 temporary recharge
permits (6-month & 5-year) for current wet

season authorizing 43 TAF of diversions. (WY
2015-2025: 44 permits authorized for 1.5 MAF of
diversions, 58 TAF diverted)

 April 30" DWR workshop for next FY’s Prop. 4
grants for sustainable groundwater management
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WEATHER + 5 MIN READ

A Super El Nino is coming. Here’s how a hotter
ocean could change the weather near you

APR 7, 2026 v

By 8 Andrew Freedman

NOAA CPC ENSO Strength Probabilities (issued April 2026)
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Degrees Latitude
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Water Year 2016, Year 5 of California’s Prior
Drought
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Remember the
Godzilla ELNino?
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Looking Ahead

e Summer: heat risk, wildfire risk

* Fall/Winter: stronger El Nino winters associated
with coastal erosion risk and marine mammal
Impacts (results of warmer ocean conditions).
Forecasts of ENSO strength will be more reliable

later in the year; early forecasts are more
speculative.
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